Proclaim Christ in Colosse
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Intro Story: Lifeguard training at Southern and work at Camps
Key verses: “For He rescued us from the domain of darkness,
and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” (Colossians 1:13-
14 NAS95)

Background of the congregation at Colosse

1. “Colosse was one of a trio of cities (Hierapolis and Laodicea
being the other two) located about 125 miles southeast of
Ephesus. This was a rich area both in mineral wealth and
merchandising, with a large population, both Jewish and
Gentile. These three cities were almost within view of each
other. — Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1992).

2. “Afew centuries before, Colosse had been the most
important city in the immediate region, the Lycus Valley. By
Paul’s day, the city was overshadowed by the neighboring
city of Laodicea (see 4:16; Rev. 3:14-22).” - ASB

Paul’s circumstance of confinement at Rome -

1. “The epistle to the Colossians was probably composed
about A.D. 61, during Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome.” -
ASB

2. “ltis likely that Paul sent Onesimus and Epaphras, along
with Tychicus, back to Colosse with the letters to the
Colossian Christians, to the Ephesians (Eph. 6:21-22), and
to his friend Philemon. Some students think that the letter to
the Laodiceans (Col. 4:16) is our Ephesians.” - Warren
Wiersbe

3. Church’s origin: Epaphras as church planter
1. The church in Colosse was founded by one of Paul’s

converts, Epaphras, a man Paul respected deeply, who
likely evangelized the area while Paul was working in
Ephesus (1:7-8; 4:12; Philem. 23; see Acts 19:1-41) -
ASB

Main Issues within the congregation:

1. Many converts from the Phrygian Mystery Cults

2. Influence of Judaizers & Gnostics
1. Judaizers - Legalistic Ritualism
2. Gnostics - Pagan worldview influences

1. “When Paul deals with the threatening heresy, his
central worry is that believers will be drawn away
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from Christ (2:6-23). Paul discusses the heresy
briefly but uses more words talking about Jesus as
the defining Person, “the head of all principality and
power” (2:10).” - ASB

One of many Epistle Outlines:

1. The introduction: salutation, commendation, and statement

of purpose (Col 1:1-13).

The doctrinal section exalting the preeminence of Christ to

the Christian (chs 1:14 to 2:3).

A warning against error (ch 2:8-23).

Exhortations to imitate Christ’s exemplary life (ch 3:1-17).

Duties of social relationships (chs 3:18 to 4:6).

The conclusion: salutation and greetings (ch 4:7-18).

AIternatlve Simpler Outline - Warren Wiersbe

1. Christ Declared

2. Christ Defended

3. Christ Displayed

Opening Passage: Col. 1:1-14

1. Salutation - vv. 1-2

2. Commendation - vv. 3-8

3. Purpose - vv. 9-14

Concept - Elevated Salvation Language

1. Faith, Hope, & Love - vv. 4-5

2. Bearing Fruit - vv. 6, 10

3. A Doxology of the Faithful
1. Commendation and Encouragement - vv. 9-12

lllustration: Affirmation of someone for a task well done

Summary of Salvation - vv. 13-14

1. “Rescue” - “Rhyomai” in the sense of a lifeguard who pulls a
drowning swimmer out of a raging torrent of water.

2. “transfer” - “methistemi” meaning to carry away, exchange,
remove.

3. “[The Father] has delivered and drawn us to Himself out of
the control and the dominion of darkness and has
transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, In
Whom we have our redemption through His blood, [which
means] the forgiveness of our sins.” (Colossians 1:13-14
AMP)

4. Appeal Story: “Are You Worth Saving?”
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Bishop Moore tells the story of a little boy who was
swimming one day in a lake when suddenly he suffered some
type of physical difficulty and could swim no farther. The boy
struggled for his life. He had gone under twice, when he felt
the strong arm of a man lifting him. The man had seen the
little boy’s desperate plight and had swum out to save him.
The man took the boy safely to shore and, after making
certain that everything was well, turned to leave. The little
boy said, “Thank you, sir, for saving my life.” The man
replied, “You're welcome, son. See to it that you are worth
saving.”

Bishop Moore said that he has never forgotten those words,
for he was that boy whose life was saved by a man who
didn’t even leave his name.

A good question for the Christian to ask is, “Am | worth
saving?” God in Christ has made a large investment in the life
of each of us, and He has every right to expect a return of His
investment. —Gospel Herald

5. Prayer



