
“What shall I render to the LORD For all His benefits toward me? I shall lift up the cup of salvation And call upon the name of the LORD. I shall pay my vows to the LORD, 
Oh may it be in the presence of all His people. Precious in the sight of the LORD Is the death of His godly ones. O LORD, surely I am Your servant, I am Your servant, the 
son of Your handmaid, You have loosed my bonds.” (Psalms 116:12–16 NAS95)



9/11/2021 - Twenty years after that incredible Tuesday in 2001 where the attacks on America were in full focus and it played out before our eyes.  And how many lives 
have been lost in the time since then?



–Thomas Watson

“What a 
wicked man 
fears, a godly 
man hopes 
for.”

“What a wicked man fears, a godly man hopes for.” - Thomas Watson



Death Personified
Thanatos, Grim Reaper, Hades

Thanatos was the personification of death. He was a minor figure in Greek mythology, often referred to but rarely appearing in person.


Death is frequently imagined as a personified force. In some mythologies, a character known as the Grim Reaper causes the victim's death by coming to collect that 
person's soul. Other beliefs hold that the Spectre of Death is only a psychopomp (spirit, angel), serving to sever the last ties between the soul and the body, and to guide 
the deceased to the afterlife, without having any control over when or how the victim dies. 



In Mexican culture, death is viewed as a natural part of the human cycle. Mexicans view it not as a day of sadness but as a day of celebration because their loved ones 
awake and celebrate with them.



On Hallowe'en (All Hallows' Eve), in Poland, believers were once taught to pray out loud as they walk through the forests in order that the souls of the dead might find 
comfort; in Spain, Christian priests in tiny villages toll their church bells in order to remind their congregants to remember the dead on All Hallows' Eve.[202] In Ireland, 
and among immigrants in Canada, a custom includes the Christian practice of abstinence, keeping All Hallows' Eve as a meat-free day, and serving pancakes or 
colcannon instead.[203] In Mexico children make an altar to invite the return of the spirits of dead children (angelitos).



“I looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and he who sat on it had the name Death; and Hades was following with him. Authority was given to them over a fourth of the 
earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by the wild beasts of the earth.” (Revelation 6:8 NAS95)


“Death and hell are here personified and represented, the one as a rider on the horse, and the other as following along.” - SDABC



Biblical view of  Death

• “In the NT thanatos means “dying” (Heb. 7:23) or “being dead” 
(Phil. 1:20). Death is our human lot, remote only from God (1 
Tim. 6:16).  

• It is never presented in heroic terms, not even as self-sacrificial 
death (2 Cor. 4:12) or martyrdom (Rev. 2:10).  

• Death is a terrible thing that makes Zōé (life) improper Zōé (life), 
and the work of  Christ is that of  destroying death (2 Tim. 
1:10). 

“In the NT thaénatos means “dying” (Heb. 7:23) or “being dead” (Phil. 1:20). Death is our human lot, remote only from God (1 Tim. 6:16). 

It is never presented in heroic terms, not even as self-sacrificial death (2 Cor. 4:12) or martyrdom (Rev. 2:10). 

Death is a terrible thing that makes Zōé improper Zōé, and the work of Christ is that of destroying death (2 Tim. 1:10). - TDNT pg. 314



Biblical view of  Death

• Death is the last enemy; with its overthrow salvation will be 
complete (1 Cor. 15:26; Rev. 20:14). It is nowhere neutralized 
as merely a natural process. It belongs together with sin, and 
stands opposed to Zōé as the true being of  God.”  

• “Death is the consequence and punishment of  sin. Its origin 
is not treated speculatively, for even if  Paul views it as a 
cosmic power, it results from a responsible act.” - TDNT pg. 
314

Death is the last enemy; with its overthrow salvation will be complete (1 Cor. 15:26; Rev. 20:14). It is nowhere neutralized as merely a natural process. It belongs together 
with sin, and stands opposed to Zōé as the true being of God.” 

“Death is the consequence and punishment of sin. Its origin is not treated speculatively, for even if Paul views it as a cosmic power, it results from a responsible act.” - 
TDNT pg. 314



“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned —” (Romans 5:12 NAS95)



Concept: Death has been the curse of man since the fall, and in the time of Christ, it was all around Him, Jesus’ ministry during the pandemic of Hansen’s Disease or 
“Leprosy” - 

“In 2018, there were 209,000 leprosy cases globally, down from 5.2 million in the 1980s.” - www.who.int. Retrieved 10 February 2020.

Leviticus 13 gives religious codes regarding the diagnosis of Leprosy, the priest was to use God’s counsel in the pathology of the disease.

Pronouncement of “Unclean” was a religious diagnosis with civil processes, and restoration to the camp was also a religious rite.



Luke 5:12-13

Jesus responded to the Pandemic with healing power:

“While He was in one of the cities, behold, there was a man covered with leprosy; and when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You are 
willing, You can make me clean.” And He stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately the leprosy left him. (Luke 5:12–
13 NAS95)



• “Since no human being could then cure 
leprosy, the fact that Jesus did implied that 
He had divine power. This gave the people 
faith that He was able also to cleanse the 
soul from sin. Jesus had come to the earth 
for the specific purpose of  cleansing sinners, 
whose spiritual illness was more deadly than 
leprosy.” - SDABC

“Since no human being could then cure leprosy, the fact that Jesus did implied that He had divine power. This gave the people faith that He was able also to cleanse the 
soul from sin. Jesus had come to the earth for the specific purpose of cleansing sinners, whose spiritual illness was more deadly than leprosy.” - SDABC



Romans 6:22-23

“But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:22–23 NAS95)



Eternal Life is a 
promise based on the 
Resurrection of  Christ

Romans 5:19-21

Concept: Eternal life is promised based on the Resurrection of Christ - 

Text: “For just as by one man’s disobedience (failing to hear, heedlessness, and carelessness) the many were constituted sinners, so by one Man’s obedience the many 
will be constituted righteous (made acceptable to God, brought into right standing with Him). But then Law came in, [only] to expand and increase the trespass [making it 
more apparent and exciting opposition]. But where sin increased and abounded, grace (God’s unmerited favor) has surpassed it and increased the more and 
superabounded, So that, [just] as sin has reigned in death, [so] grace (His unearned and undeserved favor) might reign also through righteousness (right standing with 
God) which issues in eternal life through Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One) our Lord.” (Romans 5:19–21 AMP)



“What shall I render to the LORD For all His benefits toward me? I shall lift up the cup of salvation And call upon the name of the LORD. I shall pay my vows to the LORD, 
Oh may it be in the presence of all His people. Precious in the sight of the LORD Is the death of His godly ones. O LORD, surely I am Your servant, I am Your servant, the 
son of Your handmaid, You have loosed my bonds.” (Psalms 116:12–16 NAS95)



“Entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting at the right, wearing a white robe; and they were amazed. And he *said to them, “Do not be amazed; you are looking for 
Jesus the Nazarene, who has been crucified. He has risen; He is not here; behold, here is the place where they laid Him. “But go, tell His disciples and Peter, ‘He is going 
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see Him, just as He told you.’”” (Mark 16:5–7 NAS95)



• “Christ’s first work on earth after His resurrection was to 
convince His disciples of  His undiminished love and 
tender regard for them. To give them proof  that He was 
their living Saviour, that He had broken the fetters of  the 
tomb, and could no longer be held by the enemy death; to 
reveal that He had the same heart of  love as when He was 
with them as their beloved Teacher, He appeared to them 
again and again. He would draw the bonds of  love still 
closer around them. Go tell My brethren, He said, that 
they meet Me in Galilee.”  - The Desire of  Ages pg. 793

Quote: “Christ’s first work on earth after His resurrection was to convince His disciples of His undiminished love and tender regard for them. To give them proof that He 
was their living Saviour, that He had broken the fetters of the tomb, and could no longer be held by the enemy death; to reveal that He had the same heart of love as 
when He was with them as their beloved Teacher, He appeared to them again and again. He would draw the bonds of love still closer around them. Go tell My brethren, 
He said, that they meet Me in Galilee.” DA 793.4



Concept: We are secure “in Christ” because of His Resurrection and defeat of Death - 

“By pouring the whole treasury of heaven into this world, by giving us in Christ all heaven, God has purchased the will, the affections, the mind, the soul, of every human 
being.” - Christ’s Object Lessons, 326.



Why was His resurrection meaningful?

• “Hating sin with a perfect hatred, He yet gathered to His soul 
the sins of  the whole world. Guiltless, He bore the punishment 
of  the guilty. Innocent, yet offering Himself  as a substitute for 
the transgressor. The guilt of  every sin pressed its weight upon 
the divine soul of  the world's Redeemer. The evil thoughts, the 
evil words, the evil deeds of  every son and daughter of  Adam, 
called for retribution upon Himself; for He had become man's 
substitute.”  - (The Signs of  the Times, December 5, 1892).

Why was His resurrection meaningful?

“Hating sin with a perfect hatred, He yet gathered to His soul the sins of the whole world. Guiltless, He bore the punishment of the guilty. Innocent, yet offering Himself as 
a substitute for the transgressor. The guilt of every sin pressed its weight upon the divine soul of the world's Redeemer. The evil thoughts, the evil words, the evil deeds of 
every son and daughter of Adam, called for retribution upon Himself; for He had become man's substitute.”  - The Signs of the Times, July 22, 1913 (The Signs of the 
Times, December 5, 1892).



The Enemy of death will be ultimately destroyed by God - 

“He will swallow up death for all time, And the Lord GOD will wipe tears away from all faces, And He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; For the 
LORD has spoken.” (Isaiah 25:8 NAS95)



Paul quotes Isaiah in his incredible description of the glorious appearing of Jesus - 

“Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will 
not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, 
and we will be changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. But when this perishable will have put on the 
imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory. “O DEATH, WHERE IS 
YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 15:50–57 NAS95)



• “This appeal to rocklike stability is reinforced by the 
grand truth of  the resurrection so ably expounded 
by the apostle in this chapter. In the light of  such 
wonderful assurances for the future, believers should 
not be influenced by the manifold temptations of  
the devil, whether to indulge the flesh or, through 
the avenue of  worldly philosophy, to turn from the 
certain facts of  the gospel. No person or thing is to 
be permitted to shake the believer from the 
foundation of  his faith and hope.” - SDABC

“This appeal to rocklike stability is reinforced by the grand truth of the resurrection so ably expounded by the apostle in this chapter. In the light of such 
wonderful assurances for the future, believers should not be influenced by the manifold temptations of the devil, whether to indulge the flesh or, through the 
avenue of worldly philosophy, to turn from the certain facts of the gospel. No person or thing is to be permitted to shake the believer from the foundation of 
his faith and hope.” - SDABC



No Unqualified Dying

The ninetenth-century Bible teacher A. T. Pierson had this interesting observation: “It is a remarkable fact that in the New Testament, so far as I remember, it is never once 
said, after Christ’s resurrection, that a disciple died—that is, without some qualification.

• Stephen fell asleep.

• “Knowing that I must shortly put off this my tabernacle, as the Lord showed me,” Peter says.

• Paul says, “The time of my departure is at hand.” The figure here is taken from a vessel that, as she leaves a dock, throws the cables off the fastenings, and opens her 
sails to the wind to depart for the haven.

• The only time where the word “dead” is used, it is with qualification: the dead in Christ, the dead which die in the Lord.

“Christ abolished death,” said Pierson, “and the term death.”*

Morgan, R. J. (2000). Nelson's complete book of stories, illustrations, and quotes (electronic ed.) (188). Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.



Jesus abolished Death

2 Timothy 1:8-11

Closing Passage - 

“Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, who has 
saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all 
eternity, but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, for 
which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher.” (2 Timothy 1:8–11 NAS95)






