
The Praying Wife Sermon by Vincent Saunders

1. Introduction: Story of my mother’s prayer life.

1. Letter from her praying for me


2. Samuel writes of his mother’s prayer life

1. 1 Samuel 1:11, 22, 26-27

2. Loved by her husband, yet despised by a jealous 

contestant. - “Hannah did not render railing for 
railing, but kept the trouble wholly to herself and 
gave way to quiet tears.” - SDABC


3. Prayer at Shiloh - verse 11 in The Immerse 
Paraphrase - “O LORD of Heaven’s Armies, if you will 
look upon my sorrow and answer my prayer and give 
me a son, then I will give him back to you. he will be 
yours for his entire lifetime, and as a sign that he has 
been dedicated to the LORD, his hair will never be 
cut.” - Hannah’s Inner Heart Prayer

1. Shiloh - Place of the Tabernacle Tent during the 

period between conquest of the land and the 
United Monarchy - 1100bc  “A town about 10 mi. 
(c. 16 km.) north of Bethel and 3 mi. (c. 5 km.) 
southeast of Lebonah, east of the main road 
leading from Jerusalem to Shechem - Horn, S. H. 
(1979). Seventh-day Adventist Bible Dictionary. 
(Revised edition.). Commentary Reference Series. 
Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald Publishing 
Association.


2. The Name Samuel = “His name is God”

4. Concept: “She prayed; her whole heart was engaged: 

and though she spake not with an audible voice, yet 
her lips formed themselves according to the 
pronunciation of the words which her heart uttered.” - 
Adam Clarke


5. SDABC - “Hannah’s acceptance of God’s spiritual gift 
to her through the feast impelled her plea for a more 
tangible gift—a son—promising that such a gift would 
be immediately returned to the Lord, holy and 
consecrated to Him. Perhaps God had waited long for 
such a surrender; He could have opened her womb 
before, but was she ready to bear the responsibility?


6. Worldly wisdom teaches that prayer is not essential, 
that there can be no real answer to prayer, that this 
would violate natural law, and that miracles just cannot 
be. It is part of God’s plan to grant, in answer to the 
prayer of faith, that which He would not otherwise 
bestow (GC 525). Why? Because it is part of Heaven’s 
plan that man voluntarily surrender as fully to the 
infilling and outworking of the Holy Spirit as did Christ 
when He was here on earth. So far as God was 
concerned it was not necessary for Abraham to wait 25 
years for the fulfilling of the divine covenant. When the 
patriarch came to the place where he could enter fully 
into Heaven’s plan for him, God was able to turn all 
past failures into steppingstones of blessing. So it was 
with Hannah.


7. But God did not speak to her through an angel; He 
used the appointed medium of the priesthood, even 
though it was imperfect and in need of reformation. 
God recognized the fact that Hannah’s natural desire 
for offspring had finally been absorbed in a passion for 
devoting the most precious of gifts to Him, and He 
answered her petition through Eli….Hannah 
recognized with joy that her gift to God was first 
His gift to her.” 


8. Hannah’s Prayer of Thanksgiving has Messianic 
Prophetic Overtones - “Magnificat of the Old 
Testament” just as Mary praise God when meeting 
Elizabeth.

1. Concept: Epilogue on Hannah, God blessed her 

with 5 more children - 2:21 3 sons and 2 daughters, 
unnamed


3. Question about 1:5 - “The LORD had closed her womb”, 
also read as “the LORD had given her no children”? How 
do we understand that from a compassionate God? 


4. Concept: Just as Jesus does in the beatitudes, “ God’s 
power is presented through a series of reversals. and 
God’s omnipotence is expressed by the use of several 
contrasting divine actions. Hannah is praying for God’s 
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ultimate victory over evil through the Messiah or Christ 
fulfilled in the Gospels through Jesus, son of Joseph from 
Nazareth

1. Question Resolved in 2:5 - ““Those who were full hire 

themselves out for bread, But those who were hungry 
cease to hunger. Even the barren gives birth to seven, 
But she who has many children languishes.” (1 Samuel 
2:5 NAS95)


2. Concept: Persistent Widow Parable teaches us that 
God is listening to the earnest prayers of His people as 
their High Priest- Luke 18:1-8


5. Text: Proverbs 31:25-31 describes a godly wife and her life 
of prayer: “Strength and dignity are her clothing, And she 
smiles at the future. She opens her mouth in wisdom, And 
the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. She looks well 
to the ways of her household, And does not eat the bread 
of idleness. Her children rise up and bless her; Her 
husband also, and he praises her, saying:“Many daughters 
have done nobly, But you excel them all.” Charm is 
deceitful and beauty is vain, But a woman who fears the 
LORD, she shall be praised. Give her the product of her 
hands, And let her works praise her in the gates.” 
(Proverbs 31:25–31 NAS95)


6. Key Concept: As a husband and man, it was riveting to 
me to know that my wife was praying for my reputation, 
work, protection, health, priorities, attitude, etc. 

1. Example of Praying over my Fears: She prays that 

God would help me face my fears, for example: “Lord, 
your word says “perfect love casts out fear (1 Jn. 4:18) 
I pray you will perfect my husband in Your love so that 
tormenting fear finds no place in him, instead may Your 
Word penetrate every fiber of his being, convincing him 
that Your love for him is far greater than anything he 
faces and nothing can separate him from it. I pray that 
he will acknowledge you as a Father whose love is 
unfailing, whose strength is without equal, and in 
whose presence there is nothing to fear.” Stormie 
Omartian, The Power of a Praying Wife pgs.89-90


2. Key Promises to claim: Psalm 23:4; 27:1; 34:4, 7; 
Isaiah 41:10


7. Concept & segue to story of Ellen White in Prayer - Just 
as Hannah was derided by Penninah, the Adventists of 
New England were derided by their community when 
Jesus did not return as expected in 1844. “The uniform 
testimony of those who passed through the experience 
was that only those who had endured it could realize the 
depth of disappointment and its reality.”  {1BIO 60.1} 

1. After Ellen’s first vision in December 1844, she was 

strengthened in prayer to share it with others, yet a 
second vision came and foretold the burdensome life 
that it would come with… she was saddened and went 
into prayer - “For several days and far into the night 
Ellen prayed that God would remove the burden from 
her and place it upon someone more capable of 
bearing it. But constantly the words of the angel 
sounded in her ears: “‘Make known to others what I 
have revealed to you. While prayer was offered for me, 
that the Lord would give me strength and courage to 
bear the message, the thick darkness that had 
encompassed me rolled back, and a sudden light 
came upon me. Something that seemed to me like a 
ball of fire struck me right over the heart. My strength 
was taken away, and I fell to the floor. I seemed to be 
in the presence of the angels. One of these holy beings 
again repeated the words, “Make known to others 
what I have revealed to you.”—3LS, p. 71.  {1BIO 64.3} 


2.
3. When Ellen regained her consciousness, Elder 

Pearson, who because of rheumatism could not kneel, 
stood and declared:  {1BIO 64.4} 


4.
5. “I have seen a sight such as I never expected to see. A 

ball of fire came down from heaven, and struck Sister 
Ellen Harmon right on the heart. I saw it! I saw it! I can 
never forget it. It has changed my whole being. Sister 
Ellen, have courage in the Lord. After this night I will 
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never doubt again.”—Ibid.  {1BIO 64.5} "’—1LS, p. 
194. Recalling the experience, she wrote:  {1BIO 63.4} 


6. One key reason she recoiled initially from her 
calling: “One reason Ellen shrank from the trying 
ordeal was that she recalled the experience of some 
entrusted by God with large responsibilities who 
became proud. She feared that this might be a danger 
to her. She in vision discussed it with the angel. “If I 
must go and relate what thou hast shown me,” she 
pleaded, “preserve me from undue exaltation.”  {1BIO 
64.6} 


7. Replied the angel:

8.
9.  “Your prayers are heard and shall be answered. If this 

evil that you dread threatens you, the hand of God will 
be stretched out to save you; by affliction He will draw 
you to Himself and preserve your humility.  {1BIO 65.1} 


10. “Deliver the message faithfully. Endure unto the end 
and you shall eat the fruit of the tree of life and drink of 
the water of life.”—1LS, p. 196.  {1BIO 65.2} 


11. Promise to a praying wife and mother, Ellen White’s 
ministry bore many fruits and God answered her 
prayers in legacy.


12. Appeal: For the women of Woodside to fulfill Proverbs 
31:30-31 - “May they recieve the praise of the LORD 
above all because they fear Him!”
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