
The Cost of Freedom Sermon Outline Woodside SDA Church July 3, 2021

1. Intro Story: Original Declaration of Independence copy 
sold at auction for ~$4 million 

1. Key Quote: “The history of the present King of Great 

Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, 
all having in direct object the establishment of an 
absolute Tyranny over these States.”


2. “Taxation without representation” - Truth was the 
colonies couldn’t have a seat at parliament because 
then all provinces would need representation beyond 
their shire Lord or Duke.


3. Another key point in the document is where the appeal 
is made to “the Supreme Judge of the world for the 
rectitude of our intentions”.

1. Acknowledgement of a transcendant moral Agent


4. 200 copies of this document were made and sent 
around the colonies to be read in the public square.


2. Question: For the Christian, is independence really a goal?

1. Text - Jesus’ parable in Luke 14:28-33


1. Quote - “This parable represents the absurdity of 
those who undertook to be disciples of Christ, 
without considering what difficulties they were to 
meet with, and what strength they had to enable 
them to go through with the undertaking. He that 
will be a true disciple of Jesus Christ shall require 
no less than the mighty power of God to support 
him; as both hell and earth will unite to destroy 
him.” - Adam Clarke


3. Christian Definition of Freedom:

1. “freedom from the dominion of corrupt desires, so that 

we do by the free impulse of the soul what the will of 
God requires” - Thayer’s Greek Lexicon


2. James 1:25 - “However, it is possible to open your 
eyes and take in the beautiful perfect truth found in 
God’s law of Liberty and live by it. If you pursue that 
path and actually do what God has commanded, then 
you will avoid the many distractions that lead to an 
amnesia of all true things and you will be blessed.” - 
The Voice


4. Concept: Luke 4 & Isaiah 61 describe the work of the 
Messiah as a work of liberty

1. Quote: “I am not truly free if I am taking away 

someone else’s freedom, just as surely as I am not free 
when my freedom is taken from me. The oppressed 
and the oppressor alike are robbed of their humanity.” - 
Nelson Mandela


5. Text: “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore 
keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke 
of slavery.” (Galatians 5:1 NAS95)


6. Question:  “What has God liberated us from? Several 
Things, including a conscience burdened by guilt, the 
condemnnation of the curse of the broken law, and the 
need to get right with God through endless rounds of law-
oriented behavior. Such freedoms are good reasons for 
Christians to rejoice. They have been justified in Christ and 
accepted as children of the promise.” - George Knight - 
Commentary on Galatians and Ephesians pg. 129

1. Quote: “The word “sanctification” has been placed on 

an almost forgotten shelf of the vocabulary of the 
church. There has been a good and necessary 
deemphasis of the “do’s” and “don’t’s” of Christianity. 
Destructive, devastating “social sins” have screamed 
so loudly in their ravaging evil impact on humanity that 
the church had to confess her sin of uninvolvement, 
insensitivity, and apathy, and to invest her energy in the 
arena of social concern and change. But prophetic 
ministry and commitment to social justice with 
Christian integrity can never leave out personal 
morality. The same blazing light of judgment that 
condemns social immorality illumines and condemns 
personal immorality. There is a difference between 
personal and private. The Christian religion is personal, 
but not private. Our sins may be personal, but I find it 
impossible to imagine any personal sin that does not 
boil over and poison other relationships.” -  Dunnam, 
M. D., & Ogilvie, L. J. (1982). Vol. 31: The Preacher's 
Commentary Series, Volume 31 : Galatians / Ephesians 
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/ Philippians / Colossians / Philemon. Formerly The 
Communicator's Commentary. The Preacher's 
Commentary series (206). Nashville, Tennessee: 
Thomas Nelson Inc.


2. Concept: “Two ways to lose that freedom: legalism & 
license.” - H.D. Betz

1. Quote: “The [person] who sets out to express 

[their] freedom by following nothing but [their] own 
pleasure will find [themselves] bound to 
[themselves] the slave of [their] own lusts & 
passions.” - Knight pg. 129


7. TEXT: “Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that 
we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having 
been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no 
longer is master over Him. For the death that He died, He 
died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to 
God. Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but 
alive to God in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 6:8–11 NAS95)


8. Concept - Paradox of natures:

1. Quote: ““Your doctrine of grace and liberty is 

dangerous!” Paul’s enemies argued. “Why, if Christians 
are free from the Law, they will live wicked lives! We 
need the Law to control them!” So people have argued 
down through the centuries, little realizing that grace, 
not law, is the greatest teacher and “controller” in the 
world (Titus 2:11–12).” - Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1992). 
Wiersbe's expository outlines on the New Testament 
(527). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books.


2. Quote: “Thus the paradox is not as confusing as it first 
appears. The slavery of faith is a painless one for 
converted Christians. Their faith, under the 
empowerment of the Holy Spirit, naturally flows out in 
love to others.” - Knight pg. 131


9. Text - “Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes 
to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his 
cross and follow Me.“For whoever wishes to save his life 
will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find 
it.“For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world 

and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange 
for his soul?“For the Son of Man is going to come in the 
glory of His Father with His angels, and WILL THEN 
REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS 
DEEDS.” (Matthew 16:24–27 NAS95)


10. Relevant EGW Quote - “Having visited the churches in 
Pisidia and the neighboring region, Paul and Silas, with 
Timothy, pressed on into “Phrygia and the region of 
Galatia,” where with mighty power they proclaimed the 
glad tidings of salvation. The Galatians were given up to 
the worship of idols; but, as the apostles preached to 
them, they rejoiced in the message that promised freedom 
from the thralldom of sin. Paul and his fellow workers 
proclaimed the doctrine of righteousness by faith in the 
atoning sacrifice of Christ. They presented Christ as the 
one who, seeing the helpless condition of the fallen race, 
came to redeem men and women by living a life of 
obedience to God's law and by paying the penalty of 
disobedience. And in the light of the cross many who had 
never before known of the true God, began to comprehend 
the greatness of the Father's love.” - Acts of the Apostles 
pg. 206


11. Appeal Story - From A Free Rabinovitch

12.  It is reported that there is a legendary character in 

Moscow named Rabinovitch, who is the subject of 
hundreds of stories that circulate cautiously among the 
people behind the iron curtain. In one of these stories, 
Rabinovitch leaves Moscow for a trip through Europe. He 
sends back postcards from ten successive cities he visits: 
“Greetings from a free Warsaw”; “Greetings from a free 
Prague”; “Greetings from a free Budapest.” Finally he 
reaches Paris, outside the iron curtain, and the last card 
comes with its penciled note: “Greetings from a free 
Rabinovitch!” —Gospel Herald


13.
14. Appeal Question: Is that your desire today friends? To live 

as free Christians: “freedom from the dominion of corrupt 
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desires, so that we do by the free impulse of the soul what 
the will of God requires” - Thayer’s Greek Lexicon


15. Closing Text: “…“If you continue in My word, then you are 
truly disciples of Mine;and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will make you free.”” (John 8:31–32 NAS95)
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