
Grace & The Law Sermon Outline

1. Introduction: Story of my mistake about using the wrong 
key to access our new rental home from Ken Wileman. I 
had it, but I was using the church key which was similar in 
appearance.


2. In Galatians 3-4, Paul scolds the churches in the region for 
attempting to use the wrong key to access their new 
eternal homes.


3. Outline - 

1.

4. Text: ““I do not nullify the grace of God, for if 
righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died 
needlessly.”” (Galatians 2:21 NAS95)


5. Concept: NT Words for Grace & Law

1. Grace - Charis  from which we get our english word 

Charity

2. Quote- “It is not merely God’s favor toward those who 

might merit His approval, it is His unlimited, all-
inclusive, transforming love toward sinful men and 
women; and the good news of this grace, as revealed 
in Jesus Christ, is “the power of God unto salvation 
(Rom. 1:16)…It is not merely God’s mercy and 
willingness to forgive, it is an active, energizing, 
transforming power to save.” - SDABC on Romans 
3:24

1.

3. Law - Nomos in Gal. 2:21

1. LXX Example - Psalm 119 in our bibles in Psalm 

118 in the Greek Old Testament

1. Where the hebrew reads Torah, the authors use 

Nomos in Greek,

1. Other usages: in Psalm 119

2. Entolas = commandments

3. dikiaoma = statutes

4. logos = Words

5. krima = judgments

6. martyr = testimonies


2. Example passage:  “The law of the LORD is 
perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the 
LORD is sure, making wise the simple. The 
precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 
The commandment of the LORD is pure, 
enlightening the eyes. The fear of the LORD is 
clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the 
LORD are true; they are righteous altogether. They 
are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine 
gold; Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of 
the honeycomb. Moreover, by them Your servant is 
warned; In keeping them there is great reward.” 
(Psalms 19:7–11 NAS95)


4. Question - So what does Paul mean when he uses the 
word law to encourage the Galatian church?


5. Text: Gal. 3:19-20

1. Lessons for Adventism - 


1. 1888 and the Minneapolis General Conference -  

6. Quote - “Christ gave His life to make it possible for 

man to be restored to the image of God. It is the power 
of His grace that draws men together in obedience to 
the truth. Those who would experience more of the 
sanctification of the truth in their own souls should 
present this truth to those who are ignorant of it. Never 
will they find a more elevating, ennobling work.” 
(Counsel To Parents, Teachers & Students pg. 249, 
1913)


7. Story - “Three Wonders In Heaven

1.  John Newton said, “When I get to heaven I shall 

see three wonders there. The first wonder will be, 
to see many people there whom I did not expect to 
see—the second wonder will be, to miss many 
people whom I did expect to see; and the third and 
greatest wonder of all, will be to find myself there.” 
- Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 
illustrations


2. Illustration - A President’s Favor




Grace & The Law Sermon Outline

 Felix Jardio, 60, a Filipino farmer had been 
saving his money for years to buy a carabao. 
He finally saved P1,300 and went out looking 
for the work animal, which he soon found. But 
alas, he did not know that the government had 
ordered all Philippine paper bills exchanged for 
the “Bagong Lipunan” issue, and his savings 
stashed up in the old currency issue were 
useless. 

 And so in 1975, he sent a letter—with the help 
of some schoolboys—to the President. After all, 
he was only a poor, ignorant rice farmer. The 
answer came back. It said: “The law must be 
followed. Because the deadline for exchanging 
bills has already passed, the government can 
no longer change your bills with the new ones. 
Even the President of the Philippines is not 
exempt from this rule.”

 The letter did not end there. It added: 
“However, because I believe that you really 
worked hard to save this money. I am changing 
them with the new ones from my own personal 
funds. I hope that you will be able to buy your 
carabao.” The letter was signed: “Your friend, 
Ferdinand E. Marcos, President of the 
Philippines.” -  Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). 
Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations


6. Concept - Jesus’ usage of the law -

1. Matthew 5:17


1. The first five books of the OT and all the rest of the 
ancient Scripture. Jesus is not here making a 
distinction between ceremonial, civil, or moral laws. 
He is affirming all of God’s will as recorded in the 
Hebrew Scriptures, and showing its continuity. 
Though the will of God as defined in the OT 
Scriptures continues, Jesus takes it a step further: 
He fulfills it; i.e., He “fills it up”—He gives the 
Scriptures their fuller meaning (as illustrated in the 

six contrasting statements in 5:21–48; see Jer. 
31:33; Ezek. 36:26–27).


2. Matthew 22:34-40 quotes Deut 6:5 & Lev. 19:18 
which Paul points to in Gal. 5:14


2. Comparative Analysis by Paul

1. Abraham was counted by the Jews as having 

earned God’s favor by passing the variety of tests.

2. Sarah & Hagar

3. Isaac & Ishmael

4. Slaves & Sons


3.


