


What is your concept of God? Has it changed through your life?  How do you explain God to someone who has no knowledge of the Bible?




Darius the Great

Behistun Inscription, Iran

Location	 Mount Behistun, Kermanshah Province, Iran



• “In the second year of Darius the king, on the first 
day of the sixth month, the word of the LORD came 
by the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son 
of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying, “Thus says the 
LORD of hosts, ‘This people says, “The time has not 
come, even the time for the house of the LORD to be 
rebuilt.”’”” (Haggai 1:1–2 NAS95)

“In the second year of Darius the king, on the first day of the sixth month, (August 29, 520bc) the word of the LORD came by the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel the son 
of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying, “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘This people says, “The time has not come, 
even the time for the house of the LORD to be rebuilt.”’”” (Haggai 1:1–2 NAS95)


“Then Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, spoke by the commission of the LORD to the people saying, “‘I am with you,’ declares the LORD.” So the LORD stirred up 
the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the 
people; and they came and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month (Sept 21, 520BC) in the second year of 
Darius the king.” (Haggai 1:13–15 NAS95)


Thus begins the cycle of urgings by the LORD through the prophets to rebuild the temple. Why did God urgently wish for a rebuilt temple? 



“Yet many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers’ households, the old men who had seen the first temple, wept with a loud voice when the foundation of this 
house was laid before their eyes, while many shouted aloud for joy, so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the shout of joy from the sound of the weeping 
of the people, for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the sound was heard far away.” (Ezra 3:12–13 NAS95)



Samaritans who had mixed paganism with the worship of Jehovah offered to join the work, yet they would have compromised the intent of the covenant.  “Then the 
people of the land discouraged the people of Judah, and frightened them from building,” (Ezra 4:4 NAS95)


They write to King Artaxerxes and misinformed him of their intentions & he halted the construction of the city. (Ezra 4:17-24)  But they search for the original decree by 
Cyrus and find that he authorized the plan and Darius I confirms the authority to rebuild.



The Desire of All Nations

• “‘I will shake all the nations; and 
they will come with the wealth of 
all nations, and I will fill this house 
with glory,’ says the LORD of 
hosts. ‘The silver is Mine and the 
gold is Mine,’ declares the LORD 
of hosts. ‘The latter glory of this 
house will be greater than the 
former,’ says the LORD of hosts, 
‘and in this place I will give peace,’ 
declares the LORD of hosts.”” 
(Haggai 2:7–9 NAS95)

“‘I will shake all the nations; and they will come with the wealth of all nations, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the LORD of hosts. ‘The silver is Mine and the gold 
is Mine,’ declares the LORD of hosts. ‘The latter glory of this house will be greater than the former,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘and in this place I will give peace,’ declares 
the LORD of hosts.”” (Haggai 2:7–9 NAS95)



The Desire of All Nations

• “A phrase that appears only here in all of Scripture, is translated and 
understood in various ways. Two of the most common are (1) a reference to 
the coming Messiah who, as God incarnate, will bring glory to the temple 
by His personal presence there (this understanding is supported by this 
translation of the phrase, which is capitalized); (2) a reference to gifts that 
will be offered by the Gentiles to beautify the temple as they give homage 
to the Lord, and usually translated as “the treasures of all nations” or “the 
wealth of all nations.” - Andrews Study Bible Notes


• “The Second Temple was honored with the living presence of One in whom 
“dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9).” - SDABC

“The Second Temple was honored with the living presence of One in whom “dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9).” - SDABC



The temple was completed in 515BC after four years of construction (Ezra 6:15) 


The remembrance and celebration of the Passover in Ezra 6:19-22 mark the beginning of the second temple period, even though the exiles returned to Jerusalem over 20 
years earlier.



“And the elders of the Jews were successful in building through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they finished building 
according to the command of the God of Israel and the decree of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia. This temple was completed on the third day of the month 
Adar; it was the sixth year of the reign of King Darius. 

And the sons of Israel, the priests, the Levites and the rest of the exiles, celebrated the dedication of this house of God with joy.” (Ezra 6:14–16 NAS95)




This chart shows the overlapping ministry of the prophets to the Kingdoms of Israel. Haggai and Zechariah served as key messengers during a time when confusion 
about God’s plan was normal.



The Decree of Ezra 7

• “In their decrees neither Cyrus 
nor Darius made any genuine 
provision for the restoration of 
the civil state as a complete unit, 
though a restoration of both the 
religious and the civil 
government was promised in the 
prophecy of Daniel. The decree 
of the 7th year of Artaxerxes 
was the first to give the Jewish 
state full autonomy, subject to 
Persian overlordship.” - SDABC

“In their decrees neither Cyrus nor Darius made any genuine provision for the restoration of the civil state as a complete unit, though a restoration of both the religious 
and the civil government was promised in the prophecy of Daniel. The decree of the 7th year of Artaxerxes was the first to give the Jewish state full autonomy, subject to 
Persian overlordship.” - SDABC



Issue Pagan Polytheism Israelite Ideal

Autonomy of deity People provided food and housing for 
deity (sacrifices & temples)

Yahweh is not dependent on people for 
the provision of any needs.

Revelation The will, purposes, and nature of deity 
could only be inferred.

Yahweh’s will, purposes, and nature 
were a matter of public record provided 
by Yahweh.

Disposition of deity Deity is not bound by any code of 
conduct. Inconsistent, unpredictable 
and accountable only marginally to the 
divine assembly.

Yahweh is consistent in character and 
has bound Himself by His attributes.

Human Dignity Since humans were a bother and an 
afterthought, created as slaves, dignity 
derived from the belief that they 
provided the needs of the gods.

Derived from being created in the image 
of God and placed over creation. 
Yahweh created for people and with 
people in mind.

Source - Archaeological Study Bible



• “The pure word, thus multiplied and placed in the hands of many 
people, gave knowledge that was of inestimable value.” - Prophets & 
Kings pg. 609


• Ezra’s Priestly Prayer for the people spurs covenant renewal- ““O 
LORD God of Israel, You are righteous, for we have been left an 
escaped remnant, as it is this day; behold, we are before You in our 
guilt, for no one can stand before You because of this.”” (Ezra 9:15 
NAS95)


• Three Day Covenant Renewal - Ezra 10:9-17

of the Priest Ezra, Ellen White wrote - “He became a man of piety and zeal. He was the Lord's witness to the world of the power of Bible truth to ennoble the daily life.

The efforts of Ezra to revive an interest in the study of the Scriptures were given permanency by his painstaking, lifelong work of preserving and multiplying the Sacred 
Writings. He gathered all the copies of the law that he could find and had these transcribed and distributed. The pure word, thus multiplied and placed in the hands of 
many people, gave knowledge that was of inestimable value.” - Prophets & Kings pg. 609



A recent study by the American Bible Society shows signs of hope. Respondents were asked “do you think our country would be worse off better off or about the same 
without the Bible?   “This belief in the Bible’s value to the United States aligns with a sense that the Bible upholds American values.” - ABS SOTB 2021



Three Scripture Engagement Tiers by American Bible Society

1. Scripture Engaged - The Bible impacts their daily lives, helps guide their 
relationships with God and others, and they regularly read/listen to/engage 
with the Bible. 


2. Movable Middle - This group of people can easily shift to being more 
Bible-engaged, or they can give up and become less Bible-engaged 
because the Bible’s influence has not taken root in their lives. 


3. Bible Disengaged - Those that fit this category interact infrequently with 
the Bible, and it has minimal influence in their lives. Bible Disengaged 
people rarely seek out the Bible, and tend to encounter it through others, 
rather than by choice. 

Scripture Engaged people are those who have a score of 100 or higher according to their results of this survey. The Bible impacts their daily lives, helps guide their 
relationships with God and others, and they regularly read/listen to/engage with the Bible. 

Movable Middle - This group of people can easily shift to being more Bible-engaged, or they can give up and become less Bible-engaged because the Bible’s influence 
has not taken root in their lives. 

Bible Disengaged: Those that fit this category interact infrequently with the Bible, and it has minimal influence in their lives. Bible Disengaged people rarely seek out the 
Bible, and tend to encounter it through others, rather than by choice. 



Secularism Christianity

God Matter in one form or another, is all that has 
existed from eternity and all that will ever exist.

God along is infinite and eternal. The material 
universe is finite and has not always existed. God 
created it out of nothing.

Humanity’s 
Problem

Dependence upon the escapist promises of 
religion, rather than facing problems squarely 
and believing that humankind has the potential 
to create a world in which peace and justice will 
prevail.

Humanity has rebelled against a personal God. As 
a result, we live for ourselves, and place our hope 
in false gods, such as success, money, nature, 
science, education, etc.

The Solution

Extension of the scientific method of rational 
inquiry into all aspects of life, while at the same 
time maintaining a sense of compassion for the 
individual.

Restoration with a right relationship with a holy God 
through faith in Jesus Christ, encouragement of 
inquiry, opposition to scientism.

Jesus Christ At most, a good moral teacher; unverifiable 
historical details of His life.

The very embodiment of God on earth. Bible is 
authentic history and records Jesus’ life, death, and 
Resurrection.

Source - Chapter - “Secularism” The Compact Guide to World Religions Dean Halverson, General Editor


Suggestions for Evangelism:

1. What kind of God did the person reject?

2. Offer Evidence for God’s Existence - Original of the Universe and Life, Presence of Design, Stirring of the Conscience, Human Longing for something beyond 

ourselves pp. 186-190



That universal longing for something more is exemplified in our search for ET life.  A story just published claims that the Pentagon is taking UFO’s more seriously.


<https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/05/21/ufo-uap-aliens-report-sightings-us-government-encounters-barack/>


“For starters, it no longer refers to them as UFOs – with their connotations of little green men – but to UAPs, or Unidentified Aerial Phenomena. Next month, Congress is 
to be given an unclassified report on evidence collected by the Pentagon’s UAP Task Force, the Office of Naval Intelligence and the FBI.” By Nick Allen,  US EDITOR



Hadaseh - Queen Esther

479 BC

The story of Esther represents yet another attempt by God’s enemies to wipe out His people. And without using the name of God in the book, it shows God’s power to 
work through pagan kings to accomplish His will.  Additionally, her uncle Mordecai, although living in Persia has a Babylonian name meaning they were Hebrews living in 
Babylon.


“The book of Esther is full of reversals. These fit well into a framework of shame and honor, two distinct biblical motifs that are often overlooked in Western biblical 
interpretation. These motifs play out in four phases: (1) the underdog is granted honor, as can be seen in the fact that an orphan (with little family protection) becomes the 
queen of Persia (2:5–7, 9, 15–18); (2) because of the sinister plans of Haman the queen and her people are threatened—their fate seems sealed (3:1–15; 4:1–17); (3) 
however, because of the intervention of the queen, a major reversal takes place, leading to the vindication of the Jews (6:1–12; 7:10; 9:1–2); and (4) finally, order and 
prosperity are restored (10:1–3), affecting both Esther and Mordecai and their people. This is not a new theme. Other Bible characters experienced similar cycles 
involving shame, honor, threat and descent, restored honor and enhanced blessings (e.g., Moses, Job, Joseph, David, and Daniel).” - ASB Intro to Esther




Resolution of Sin

• Haman was related to Agag the 
Amalekite


• No Spoil was taken when his ten 
sons were killed (Esther 9:10)


• “During the conquest (Josh. 7) and 
during Saul’s kingship (1 Sam. 
15:9), taking the consecrated booty 
had caused Israel to lose sight of 
the divine instructions and had 
resulted in disaster.” - ASB



• “The book of Esther shows remarkable links to the book of 
Exodus. In both cases God’s people are being persecuted to 
the point of complete destruction. In both narratives God 
sends a human intercessor to provide a way out of the misery 
of impeding annihilation. In both cases a particular feast is 
established (Passover and Purim) as a significant marker for 
Israel’s identity. Against the backdrop of the great controversy 
motif (i.e., good versus evil), the book of Esther reminds us 
that God will take care of His people, even if nobody can see 
or hear Him.” - Andrews Study Bible Intro to Esther

“The book of Esther shows remarkable links to the book of Exodus. In both cases God’s people are being persecuted to the point of complete destruction. In both 
narratives God sends a human intercessor to provide a way out of the misery of impeding annihilation. In both cases a particular feast is established (Passover and 
Purim) as a significant marker for Israel’s identity. Against the backdrop of the great controversy motif (i.e., good versus evil), the book of Esther reminds us that God will 
take care of His people, even if nobody can see or hear Him.” - Andrews Study Bible Intro to Esther



The Prophecies of Zechariah - Relevance to Revelation

• Zechariah - Hebrew for “The LORD Remembers”


• “The people of Judah, demoralized and discouraged by the difficulties they 
face after returning from exile, may think that the Lord has forgotten them. 
The other nations may believe they can act as they wish, free from divine 
restraint. However, neither is true. According to Zechariah, God is about to 
act on behalf of both His people and the nations, and He has a marvelous 
future in store for all who will respond to the prophetic message and live in 
faithful obedience to God.” - Andrews Study Bible Notes

Zechariah - Hebrew for “The LORD Remembers”

“The people of Judah, demoralized and discouraged by the difficulties they face after returning from exile, may think that the Lord has forgotten them. The other nations 
may believe they can act as they wish, free from divine restraint. However, neither is true. According to Zechariah, God is about to act on behalf of both His people and 
the nations, and He has a marvelous future in store for all who will respond to the prophetic message and live in faithful obedience to God.” - Andrews Study Bible Notes



Zechariah’s visions climax with the lamp stand and the olive trees in chapter 4 - “Then the angel who was speaking with me returned and roused me, as a man who is 
awakened from his sleep. He said to me, “What do you see?” And I said, “I see, and behold, a lampstand all of gold with its bowl on the top of it, and its seven lamps on 
it with seven spouts belonging to each of the lamps which are on the top of it; also two olive trees by it, one on the right side of the bowl and the other on its left side.” 
Then I said to the angel who was speaking with me saying, “What are these, my lord?” So the angel who was speaking with me answered and said to me, “Do you not 
know what these are?” And I said, “No, my lord.” Then he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel saying, ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ 
says the LORD of hosts. ‘What are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become a plain; and he will bring forth the top stone with shouts of “Grace, grace 
to it!”’”” (Zechariah 4:1–7 NAS95)



• “Zerubbabel is assured that the temple will 
be rebuilt (v. 9) and God’s purposes will be 
accomplished, not by human strength or 
military might, but by the inspiration, 
guidance, and empowerment provided by 
the Spirit of God.” - ASB Notes on Zech 4

Zechariah’s fifth vision provides assurance that the temple will be rebuilt and God’s purposes will be accomplished through the power of His Spirit working through His 
two chosen servants: Zerubbabel, the governor; and Joshua, the high priest.

4:2 a lampstand. What is notable about this lampstand—and different from the lampstands in the tabernacle and the temple—is that no priest is needed to replenish the 
oil. Instead, the Lord is constantly renewing its oil supply through the agency of the two olive trees that flank it, the bowl suspended above it, and the seven pipes coming 
into the lamps.

4:6 Zerubbabel (hebrew for “Descendant of Babylon”) is assured that the temple will be rebuilt (v. 9) and God’s purposes will be accomplished, not by human strength or 
military might, but by the inspiration, guidance, and empowerment provided by the Spirit of God. - ASB Notes on Zech 4



Zechariah’s sixth vision personifies the word of God (v. 4), emphasizes its inherent power to accomplish its intended purpose (Is. 55:11), and teaches that commandment-
breakers will be punished for their disobedience.


“So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which 
I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11 NAS95)



Chronology

• Fall of Jerusalem (586BC)


• Persia’s Conquest of Babylon (539bc)


• First Return with Zerubabbel (538bc)


• Ministries of Haggai & Zechariah 
(520-480)


• Temple Restoration Completed (520)


• Second Return with Ezra (457bc)


• Third Return under Nehemiah (445bc)


• Wall Completed (445)

Fall of Jerusalem (586BC)

Persia’s Conquest of Babylon (539bc)

First Return with Zerubabbel (538bc)

Ministries of Haggai & Zechariah (520-480)

Temple Restoration Completed (520)

Second Return with Ezra (457bc)

Third Return under Nehemiah (445bc)

Wall Completed (445)



Nehemiah’s Ministry Lessons

• Renewal - Nehemiah 9:38


• Prayer - Nehemiah 1:4


• Opposition - Nehemiah 
6:15-16

Renewal, While rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem was the obvious material challenge facing him, re-establishing the Jew’s commitment to God and to the Mosaic Law 
was his primary spiritual concern. 9:1-12:47 captures the people’s dramatic response to the reading of the Law by Ezra.

Prayer - Prayer is essential to any work of God, and Nehemiah was a model leader who initiated his plans only after consultation with God. 

Opposition - Nehemiah’s task of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem was met with strong resistance, which was overcome with God’s help. 



Bible Engagement

Covenant Renewal - 
Psalm 119:27-32

I see this opportunity to ask for a covenant renewal among our congregation. May we be a biblically engaged congregation who finds comfort in the scriptures.  Jesus 
calls His Spirit the Comforter and we find truth about all this within the scriptures. Let’s make a renewed covenant to be Bible Engaged Christians


“Make me understand the way of Your precepts, So I will meditate on Your wonders. My soul weeps because of grief; Strengthen me according to Your word. Remove 
the false way from me, And graciously grant me Your law. I have chosen the faithful way; I have placed Your ordinances before me.I cling to Your testimonies; O LORD, do 
not put me to shame! I shall run the way of Your commandments, For You will enlarge my heart.” (Psalms 119:27–32 NAS95)



These are the choices that our generation is making to seek comfort.  Comfort from the Bible ranks 7th among such choices as relationships, activity, substance, & 
entertainment. - Source - State of the Bible Report 2021     American Bible Society



• “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


• Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any 
affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by 
God. For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so 
also our comfort is abundant through Christ. But if we are afflicted, it 
is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your 
comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of the same 
sufferings which we also suffer; and our hope for you is firmly 
grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also 
you are sharers of our comfort.” (2 Corinthians 1:2–7 NAS95)

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to 
comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also 
our comfort is abundant through Christ. But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the 
patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer; and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also you are 
sharers of our comfort.”

(2 Corinthians 1:2–7 NAS95)






