




Babylon, Our Home in Exile
“Yahweh Shama” - “The Lord is There”

Have things ever felt our of your control, and out of place?


Illustration - We were at the boat ramp in Discovery park launching our boat and next to us was another pontoon boat launching, as the truck reversed down the ramp, 
his front brakes locked up as the weight of the boat and gravity pulled him into balance when the boat began to float. The look on the driver’s face as he stopped was of 
relief, yet he knew that for a few moments, he was out of control.   - Have things ever felt our of your control, and out of place?




illustration: Dam Over The Euphrates

 On April 22, 1966, Syria and the Soviet Union signed an agreement in Moscow for the latter’s help in building a dam across “that great river, Euphrates.” The dam is now 
finished—the world’s largest earth-filled dam costing over $300 million—and the location is such that the dam’s closure can cause the entire Euphr ates to dry up. A news 
item as follows:

 “The Middle East’s largest hydroelectrical project after the Aswan High Dam on the Nile has been inaugurated in Syria. … In a recent ceremony at Medinat Al Thawra, 
tons of cement blocks, released when Syrian President Al-Assad pushed a button, tumbled into the waters of the Euphrates River and stopped the flow of the river. 
Assad paid tribute to the thousands of Soviet engineers and technicians who have worked on the project for 4 years with 11,000 Syrian technicians and laborers. With 
the closing of the river, a reservoir began filling up behind the dam which rises 200 feet above the riverbed. The reservoir will form a lake stretching 50 miles upstream and 
storing 12 billion cubic yards of water. This will permit irrigation of more than 1.5 million acres of land.”

Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations  : A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for pastors, teachers and Christian workers. 
Garland TX: Bible Communications.



Jeremiah

Hebrew for “Yahweh is Exalted”

The prophet Jeremiah (Hebrew for “Yahweh is exalted”), prophesied that Babylon would be judged for Sins against Israel - Jeremiah 51:1-58 and wrote it on a scroll that 
he instructed his scribe Baruch’s brother, Seraiah (hebrew for “Yahweh rules.”), should be read aloud for all of to hear and then thrown into the Euphrates. vv. 59-64



Series Overview

The Eternal Rescue Plan - Books of Moses 

History’s Delivery Cycle - Judges & Prophets 

Monarchy Over Theocracy - Jerusalem/
Samaria and It’s Rulers 

Lament Over Jerusalem - Pre-Exilic Prophets 

Babylon, Our Home in Exile

Covenant at Sinai

Joshua Conquers the Land and Renews Covenant

The Judges lived through a Cycle of Deliverance

David & Solomon  - Fulfillment of Covenant to Abraham and New Promises to David

Lament for Jerusalem - Jeremiah’s Mourning for the lost glory of Israel




“In view of the fact that everything owes its existence to God, 
what are we to make of the enormous stature the devil enjoys in 
the great controversy scheme?  Here we encounter a personality 
so powerful it can evidently present itself as a plausible rival to 
God for the allegiance of intelligent creatures…” - Richard Rice 
God in The Future of Adventism pg. 16

“In view of the fact that everything owes its existence to God, what are we to make of the enormous stature the devil enjoys in the great controversy scheme?  Here we 
encounter a personality so powerful it can evidently present itself as a plausible rival to God for the allegiance of intelligent creatures. How is this possible when the devil 
is just as dependent on God for existence as everything else in the universe, and when presumably perceptive beings like angels would have no difficulty recognizing this 
fact? …” - Richard Rice God in The Future of Adventism pg. 16



“… How is this possible when the devil is just as 
dependent on God for existence as everything else in the 
universe, and when presumably perceptive beings like 
angels would have no difficulty recognizing this fact?  
What could an intelligent being hope to gain from 
contesting God’s supremacy, knowing all the while that 
God could instantly annihilate him?..” - Richard Rice God 
in The Future of Adventism pg. 16

“…What could an intelligent being hope to gain from contesting God’s supremacy, knowing all the while that God could instantly annihilate him?..What is at stake, then, is 
not God’s supremacy, but the kind of supremacy God seeks… if God’s government is based on the loving response of God’s creature, then a serious misconception of 
who and what God is can pose a threat.” - Richard Rice God in The Future of Adventism pg. 16



“…What is at stake, then, is not God’s supremacy, but the 
kind of supremacy God seeks… if God’s government is 
based on the loving response of God’s creatures, then a 
serious misconception of who and what God is can pose a 
threat.” - Richard Rice God in The Future of Adventism 
pg. 16

“…What is at stake, then, is not God’s supremacy, but the kind of supremacy God seeks… if God’s government is based on the loving response of God’s creature, then a 
serious misconception of who and what God is can pose a threat.” - Richard Rice God in The Future of Adventism pg. 16



“Then the king of Babylon struck them down and put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah was led away into exile from its land.” (Jeremiah 52:27 
NAS95)



““Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon, ‘Build houses and live in them; and plant 
gardens and eat their produce. ‘Take wives and become the fathers of sons and daughters, and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands, that they 
may bear sons and daughters; and multiply there and do not decrease. ‘Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf; 
for in its welfare you will have welfare.’ “For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, ‘Do not let your prophets who are in your midst and your diviners deceive 
you, and do not listen to the dreams which they dream. ‘For they prophesy falsely to you in My name; I have not sent them,’ declares the LORD. 

“For thus says the LORD, ‘When seventy years have been completed for Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill My good word to you, to bring you back to this place. ‘For I 
know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope. ‘Then you will call upon Me and come and 
pray to Me, and I will listen to you. ‘You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. ‘I will be found by you,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I will 
restore your fortunes and will gather you from all the nations and from all the places where I have driven you,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I will bring you back to the place 
from where I sent you into exile.’”

(Jeremiah 29:4–14 NAS95)



“Jeremiah’s letter is not well received by 
those in exile. They choose instead to 
listen to the empty promises of false 
prophets.” - The Voice Bible Commentary

“Jeremiah’s letter is not well received by those in exile. They choose instead to listen to the empty promises of false prophets.” - The Voice Bible Commentary



Ezekiel

(Hebrew for “God will strengthen.”)

One true prophet was Ezekiel of the priestly line. He was taken with over 3000 jews to Babylon in 597 BC. Ezekiel’s ministry coincides with Jerusalem’s darkest hour. His 
messages are dated between 593 and 571 BC.


SDA Bible Dictionary Entry for Ezekiel - A priest, the son of Buzi, born in Judah but transported to Babylonia with the group that went into captivity with Jehoiachin in 597 
b.c. (Eze 1:1–3). He was then about 25 years of age if “the thirtieth year” (ch 1:1) is a referrence to his age (cf. v 2). He was with a group of Jews settled at Tel-abib (chs 
1:1, 3; 3:15) by “the river Chebar” (ch 1:1), an irrigation canal known from cuneiform records as Nâr Kabari, which passed the city of Nippur. Archeological evidence 
testifies to a large Jewish settlement in this vicinity during the time of the Babylonian captivity. Ezekiel was happily married, but his wife died about 9 years after their 
captivity began (ch 24:1, 16). He seems to have had a house of his own (Eze 3:24; 8:1; cf. Jer 29:5). In the 5th year of his captivity he was called to the prophetic office 
(Eze 1:2, 3; 2; 3), and served in this capacity for some 22 years (ch 29:17), from about 593 to 571 b.c.. At a time when the Temple lay in ruins and the people were in 
exile it was particularly appropriate that the offices of priest and prophet should be united in one person. Jeremiah, whose ministry was, in part, contemporary 
with that of Ezekiel, was likewise a priest-prophet (Jer 1:1), as was Zechariah, and also doubtless others (Zec 1:1; cf. Ezr 5:1; 6:14; Neh 12:4, 16). In a special 
sense Ezekiel was God’s messenger to the Jews in captivity, as Jeremiah was to the Jews who remained in Judah and Jerusalem, and as Daniel was to Nebuchadnezzar 
and the court at Babylon. All 3 were divinely commissioned with the purpose of securing the divine objectives in the Captivity. Apparently Ezekiel was well liked by the 
people to whom he bore his inspired messages, but his mission seems to have met with limited success (Eze 20:49; 33:32).


Horn, S. H. (1979). Seventh-day Adventist Bible Dictionary. (Revised edition.). Commentary Reference Series. Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald Publishing 
Association.



Ezekiel 10 describes the  Vision of God’s glory pronouncing judgment upon the sanctuary departing the temple  and heading East, why east? - to begin heading towards 
where his people were in Babylon.


“While nations have rejected God's principles, and in this rejection have wrought their own ruin, yet a divine, overruling purpose has manifestly been at work throughout 
the ages. It was this that the prophet Ezekiel saw in the wonderful representation given him during his exile in the land of the Chaldeans, when before his astonished gaze 
were portrayed the symbols that revealed an overruling Power that has to do with the affairs of earthly rulers.”  {PK 535.2} 



Ezekiel is asked not to Mourn his Wife

A Sign - “‘Speak to the house of Israel, 
“Thus says the Lord GOD, ‘Behold, I am 
about to profane My sanctuary, the pride 
of your power, the desire of your eyes 
and the delight of your soul; and your 
sons and your daughters whom you have 
left behind will fall by the sword. ‘You will 
do as I have done; you will not cover your 
mustache and you will not eat the bread 
of men.” (Ezekiel 24:21–22 NAS95)

Ezekiel 24:16-18 - Ezekiel gives the reason not to mourn - A symbol of lost glory - 


“The eleventh and culminating sign-action (all 11 are negative) before the fall of Jerusalem, which should shock and shake the people into repentance. This is the 
ultimatum for them. Ezekiel’s wife, the “desire of [his] eyes,” suddenly dies, symbolizing that the sanctuary, the “desire” and “delight” of the people, will be destroyed. The 
greatest catastrophe in national history is going to happen: God’s people will lose the temple—their center of worship will be burnt; Jerusalem, the capital city, will be 
destroyed; national freedom will be lost; homes and land will be confiscated; many people will be killed or injured; and the majority will be taken into Babylonian captivity. 
- Andrews Study Bible Notes



Ezekiel & Jesus Christ 
Andrews Study Bible Intro to Ezekiel

1. Both were called as prophets at the age of thirty, by a river, along with 
open heavens, a voice, and the Spirit. (1:1–2, 28; see also Luke 3:21–23) 

2. Employed parables as a major method of communication (Ezek. 
20:49; see also Matt. 13:10) 

3. Used the recognition formula “you/they shall know …” many times 
(over 75 times in Ezekiel; see also John 8:28; 14:20, 31; 17:3 

4. Used the title “son of man” (Ezekiel 93 times; Jesus 83 times)

Ezekiel’s mission and ministry in many ways typifies that of Jesus: Both (1) were called as prophets at the age of thirty, by a river, along with open heavens, a voice, and 
the Spirit (1:1–2, 28; see also Luke 3:21–23); (2) employed parables as a major method of communication (Ezek. 20:49; see also Matt. 13:10); (3) used the recognition 
formula “you/they shall know …” many times (over 75 times in Ezekiel; see also John 8:28; 14:20, 31; 17:3); (4) used the title “son of man” (Ezekiel 93 times; Jesus 83 
times);



Ezekiel & Jesus Christ  
Andrews Study Bible Intro to Ezekiel

5. Vicariously bore the punishment of Israel (Ezek. 4:4–8; see also Mark 
10:45; Rom. 4:25; 1 Pet. 2:24–25) 

6. Occupied a priestly office (Ezek. 1:3; see also Heb. 7–10), with zeal for a 
purified temple (Ezek. 8:1–8; 40–48; see also Matt. 21:12–16; John 2:13–22) 
and an intercessory ministry (Ezek. 3:17–21; 12:1–16; 24:15–24; 33:7–9; see 
also John 17; Heb. 7:25) 

7. Emphasized the resurrection and the eschatological (last days) new age 
(Ezek. 37; see also John 5:24–30; 14:1–3)

Ezekiel’s mission and ministry in many ways typifies that of Jesus: “…(5) vicariously bore the punishment of Israel (Ezek. 4:4–8; see also Mark 10:45; Rom. 4:25; 1 Pet. 
2:24–25); (6) occupied a priestly office (Ezek. 1:3; see also Heb. 7–10), with zeal for a purified temple (Ezek. 8:1–8; 40–48; see also Matt. 21:12–16; John 2:13–22) and an 
intercessory ministry (Ezek. 3:17–21; 12:1–16; 24:15–24; 33:7–9; see also John 17; Heb. 7:25); and (7) emphasized the resurrection and the eschatological new age (Ezek. 
37; see also John 5:24–30; 14:1–3). While other prophets verbally predicted the work of the Messiah, Ezekiel, known for his sign actions, also (pre-)enacted 
various aspects of the Messiah’s mission.



“In a special sense Ezekiel was God’s messenger to the 
Jews in captivity, as Jeremiah was to the Jews who 
remained in Judah and Jerusalem, and as Daniel was to 
Nebuchadnezzar and the court at Babylon. All 3 were 
divinely commissioned with the purpose of securing the 
divine objectives in the Captivity.” - SDABD on Ezekiel

“In a special sense Ezekiel was God’s messenger to the Jews in captivity, as Jeremiah was to the Jews who remained in Judah and Jerusalem, and as Daniel was to 
Nebuchadnezzar and the court at Babylon. All 3 were divinely commissioned with the purpose of securing the divine objectives in the Captivity.” - SDABD on Ezekiel



“Because the book of Revelation is so heavily indebted to the book of Ezekiel, especially in describing God’s procedure before the close of probation, Ezekiel may be 
regarded as a microcosm of the final actions of God before the cosmic close of probation.” - ASB Notes Intro to Ezekiel



As the wheel-like complications were under the 
guidance of the hand beneath the wings of the 
cherubim, so the complicated play of human events is 
under divine control. Amidst the strife and tumult of 
nations He that sitteth above the cherubim still guides 
the affairs of this earth.  {Prophets & Kings pg. 536.1} 

As the wheel-like complications were under the guidance of the hand beneath the wings of the cherubim, so the complicated play of human events is under divine 
control. Amidst the strife and tumult of nations He that sitteth above the cherubim still guides the affairs of this earth.  {PK 536.1} 



God renews the Covenant with Ezekiel

““And I will set My glory among the 
nations; and all the nations will see 
My judgment which I have executed 
and My hand which I have laid on 
them. “And the house of Israel will 
know that I am the LORD their God 
from that day onward.” (Ezekiel 
39:21–22 NAS95)

Day of Atonement vision for God’s renewal of the covenant - Ezekiel 39:21 through chapter 48 are a description of a renewed covenant that God makes and His glory 
remains there. Ezekiel is given new plans for a tabernacle and so, just like Moses, God is taking the initiative to restore the covenant to His faithful.


““And I will set My glory among the nations; and all the nations will see My judgment which I have executed and My hand which I have laid on them. “And the house of 
Israel will know that I am the LORD their God from that day onward.”

(Ezekiel 39:21–22 NAS95)  


God names the city that is described - ““and the name of the city from that day shall be, ‘The LORD is there.’””  (Hebrew -“Yahweh Shama”) (Ezekiel 48:35b NAS95)



Day of Atonement Theme in Ezekiel

“God is not a harsh, stern, 
vengeful Judge, but a God 
who does not desire the death 
of anyone, who pleads with 
His people to “turn and 
live” (18:30–32).” - Andrews 
Study Bible Notes

“These oracles provide further insights into the Day of Atonement themes. God is not a harsh, stern, vengeful Judge, but a God who does not desire the death of anyone, 
who pleads with His people to “turn and live” (18:30–32). The restoring/cleansing work includes not only the sanctuary buildings but also the hearts of the people (36:22–
27). And the ultimate issue in the work of judgment is the vindication of God’s holy name/reputation before the on-looking intelligences of the entire universe through the 
experience of His people on earth (see notes on 36:23).”



Daniel

Hebrew for “God is my Judge”

“In a special sense Ezekiel was God’s messenger to the Jews in captivity, as Jeremiah was to the Jews who remained in Judah and Jerusalem, and as Daniel was to 
Nebuchadnezzar and the court at Babylon. All 3 were divinely commissioned with the purpose of securing the divine objectives in the Captivity.” - SDABD on Ezekiel



The first six chapters describe God’s deliverance in the midst of Exile and the visions lean on the stories for anchor points in life situations. Daniel saw elaborate systems 
of symbols depicting successions of human powers that reach through Christ’s First Coming and all the way to His Second Coming, when God’s eternal kingdom will 
take over direct rule of Planet Earth. - Andrews Study Bible - Roy Gane Contributor


Daniel’s vision in chapter 8 led to intense prayer as reflected in Daniel 9



Daniel is praying towards the West - ““So now, our God, listen to the prayer of Your servant and to his supplications, and for Your sake, O Lord, let Your face shine on 
Your desolate sanctuary. “O my God, incline Your ear and hear! Open Your eyes and see our desolations and the city which is called by Your name; for we are not 
presenting our supplications before You on account of any merits of our own, but on account of Your great compassion. “O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and 
take action! For Your own sake, O my God, do not delay, because Your city and Your people are called by Your name.”” (Daniel 9:17–19 NAS95)



Gabriel’s message in Daniel 9 continues the gospel news of a coming Messiah who will confirm the covenant.  - 


““Seventy weeks have been determined concerning your people and your holy city to put an end to rebellion, to bring sin to completion, to atone for iniquity, to bring in 
perpetual righteousness, to seal up the prophetic vision, and to anoint a most holy place. So know and understand: From the issuing of the command to restore and 
rebuild Jerusalem until an anointed one, a prince arrives, there will be a period of seven weeks and sixty-two weeks. It will again be built, with plaza and moat, but in 
distressful times. Now after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one will be cut off and have nothing. As for the city and the sanctuary, the people of the coming prince will 
destroy them. But his end will come speedily like a flood. Until the end of the war that has been decreed there will be destruction. He will confirm a covenant with many 
for one week. But in the middle of that week he will bring sacrifices and offerings to a halt. On the wing of abominations will come one who destroys, until the decreed 
end is poured out on the one who destroys.”” (Daniel 9:24–27 NET)



By His vicarious sacrifice on Calvary Christ provided reconciliation for all who accept His sacrifice. - SDABC



The history of nations speaks to us today. To every nation and 
to every individual God has assigned a place in His great plan. 
Today men and nations are being tested by the plummet in the 
hand of Him who makes no mistake. All are by their own choice 
deciding their destiny, and God is overruling all for the 
accomplishment of His purposes.  {Prophets & Kings pg. 536.2} 

The history of nations speaks to us today. To every nation and to every individual God has assigned a place in His great plan. Today men and nations are being tested by 
the plummet in the hand of Him who makes no mistake. All are by their own choice deciding their destiny, and God is overruling all for the accomplishment of His 
purposes.  {Prophets & Kings pg. 536.2} 



“Perhaps Today”

 Dr. Horatius Bonar, as he drew the curtains at night and retired to rest, used to repeat to himself the words, as if in prayer, and certainly with expectancy, “Perhaps 
tonight, Lord!”. In the morning, as he awoke and looked out on the dawn of a new day, he would say, looking up into the sky. “Perhaps today, Lord!” He expected the 
Lord to return at any moment. Bonar was in the Lord’s service for over 60 years. 

—A. Naismith


Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations  : A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for pastors, teachers and Christian workers. 
Garland TX: Bible Communications.




