
The Marvelous Spirit of Prophecy Sermon Outline Pr. Vincent Saunders Jr.

1. Intro Story - Mineola Dozier Smith SDA woman on bus 
with Rosa Parks <https://www.blacksdahistory.org/civil-
rights-pioneers>


2. Text - Acts 1:6-9

1. SDABC - “ This power is for witnessing: it gives (1) 

power within, (2) power to proclaim the gospel, (3) 
power to lead others to God. Through the disciples, 
thus empowered, Jesus would continue the work He 
began on earth, and even “greater works” than those 
would be accomplished (John 14:12). This Spirit-given 
witness was to be a distinguishing mark of the 
Christian church.”


3. Concept: John the Beloved was among the disciples 
given the Spirit:

1. Brief Bio - Son of Thunder [SDA Bible Dictionary Entry]

2. Quote - “During his association with Jesus, John 

seems to have yielded himself fully to the softening, 
subduing influence of the Saviour, with the result that 
his character was transformed.” - SDABD


4. The Apocalyptic Visions 
5. Key Question: “We ask, Did the prophets do the writing of 

themselves, or was it always under God’s guidance?” 
Handbook of SDA Theology:


6. Key Distinction between General & Special Revelation - 

1. General Revelation - “In Scripture the creation of the 

world and the majesty, beauty, and bounteous 
provisions of nature are perceived as manifestations of 
God’s glory, wisdom, and loving care for His 
creatures… However, the present condition of 
humanity and this world, filled with sin, disruption, 
disaster, and death, raises serious questions about the 
possibility of a true knowledge of God through the 
natural world or through human experience… these 
sources by themselves is inadequate to give us a true 
understanding of God’s character of love and His 
intention to save us from sin and death.” 


2. Illustration - Anticipation of a trip to Yosemite Valley 
with the family Feb. 28.


3. Special Revelation 
1. “God has met this predicament by making Himself 

known to human beings on a personal level… The 
prophets, apostles, and supremely Jesus Himself 
accepted the Scriptures as the trustworthy and 
authoritative Word of God, given by the Holy Spirit 
in human language. Revelation and inspiration are 
ultimately acknowledged as divine mysteries; 
however, even our limited human understanding of 
these subjects is of crucial importance for a 
mature, intelligent Christian faith.”


4. Text: Revelation 19:10

1. “Then I fell at his feet to worship him. But he *said 

to me, “Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of 
yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of 
Jesus; worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is 
the spirit of prophecy.”” (Revelation 19:10 NAS95)


2. Commentary: “The Holy Spirit was sent to bear 
testimony to Jesus (John 15:26), and His witness is 
equivalent to that of Jesus in person.” - SDABC


5. Prophetic Office:

6. Dispensed in these last days - Joseph Smith - LDS 

Founder

7. Mary Baker Eddy, Charles Taze Russell, 


1. Descriptors:

1. The Scriptures specify certain standards by 

which those who profess to speak for God are 
to be measured: (1) The personal life of the 
prophet will be in harmony with the teachings of 
Scripture (Matt. 7:15–20). (2) His messages will 
likewise accord with Scripture. (3) His ministry 
will exalt Christ as the Son of God and the 
Saviour of men (1 John 4:2). (4) His ministry will 
be confirmed by fulfilled predictions (Jer. 28:9; 
cf. 1 Sam. 3:19). - Handbook of SDA Theology


2. Important Quote: “Seventh-day Adventists do not 
consider the writings of Ellen G. White as either a 
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substitute for or an addition to the Sacred Canon.” 
- HSDAT 


8. Context for EGW Usage: “The writings of the Spirit of 
prophecy do not present a new way of salvation, but 
are designed to lead men to understand and 
appreciate the Bible, and to avail themselves of the 
fount of salvation therein revealed.”


9. Resource for understanding the usage of EGW within 
Adventism - < https://whiteestate.org/legacy/issues-
scripsda-html/>

1. Key Quote: “We conclude, therefore, that a correct 

understanding of the inspiration and authority of 
the writings of Ellen White will avoid two extremes: 
(1) regarding these writings as functioning on a 
canonical level identical with Scripture, or (2) 
considering them as ordinary Christian literature.”


10. My personal testimony is that the writings of Ellen 
White have blessed my life by commenting on key 
concepts in the life of Christ that have compelled me 
to love Him more & more.


7. William Foy, Hazen Foss inspired with visions regarding 
the advent during the millerite movement: “Two men, 
named William Foy and Hazen Foss received the prophetic 
gift during the 1840s, though each would have vastly 
different experiences in their life and ministry. One was 
faithful and shared what he has seen and was one 
unfaithful to the call with very sobering consequences.” 

1. Full Story told by my friend, Adam Ramdin: <https://

www.audioverse.org/english/sermons/recordings/
18642/episode-9-hazen-foss--william-foy-unfaithful-
and-faithful.html>


8. Text: “Then I fell at his feet to worship him. But he *said to 
me, “Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and 
your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship 
God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”” 
(Revelation 19:10 NAS95)

1. Quote: “As this is a reason given by the angel why he 

should not worship him, the meaning must be this: 


1. I, who have received this spirit of prophecy, am not 
superior to thee who hast received the testimony of 
Christ, to preach him among the Gentiles; for the 
commission containing such a testimony is equal 
to the gift of the spirit of prophecy. 


2. Or, the spirit of prophecy is a general testimony 
concerning Jesus, for he is the scope and design 
of the whole Scripture; to him gave all the prophets 
witness. Take Jesus, His grace, Spirit, and religion 
out of the Bible, and it has neither scope, design, 
object, nor end.” - Adam Clarke’s Commentary on 
Rev.19:10


3. Concept: Jesus as the focus of Prophecy - Main 
Message: 

1. Text: ““And behold, I am coming quickly. 

Blessed is he who heeds the words of the 
prophecy of this book.”” (Revelation 22:7 
NAS95)


4. Appeal Story: “Floating Red Book”

Toroni Kumar Tripura was thrilled to receive a Bible 
with a beautiful red cover in his remote village in 
southeast Bangladesh. The Bible arrived as a reward 
for completing a series of Bible lessons by mail.  But 
Toroni had to be careful.

His father served as a priest in the family’s traditional 
religion, and he would not be pleased that his son had 
a Bible about the God of heaven.

Toroni, however, wasn’t worried. He had studied the 
Bible lessons every night while his parents slept, and 
he also intended to read the red Bible at night.

The plan seemed to work.

Toroni tended Father’s cows during the day and, after 
returning home at night, waited until his parents were 
asleep to eagerly switch on a tiny flashlight and read 
about God.

One night Father caught Toroni reading the Bible. He 
was furious. After his son left the house the next day, 
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he seized the red Bible and threw it into the muddy 
water of Chengi River.

Toroni was distraught when he realized that his red 
Bible was missing. He quickly understood what had 
happened.

What could he do? He couldn’t afford to buy another 
Bible. The correspondence school probably wouldn’t 
send him a second Bible. But he longed to read more 
about God.

Some time passed. One afternoon Toroni was 
swimming in Chengi River when he saw something 
floating on the water. He had seen plastic bottles and 
other garbage in the river, but this looked different.

He swam closer.

Reaching out, he grabbed the object with his hand and 
hastily swam to shore. Climbing onto the riverbank, he 
raised his hand to see a dripping red Bible.

He couldn’t believe it. It was his missing Bible.

Toroni placed the book on the grass in the hot sun to 
dry. It took fourteen days to dry the Bible, and then he 
began to read it again. As he read, he fell in love with 
God.

Even though he risked angering his father, he couldn’t 
keep the new-found love to himself. He told other 
villagers about the God of the red Bible that wouldn’t 
sink in the river. The astounded villagers asked to know 
more. Today most of the villagers, including many of 
Toroni’s relatives, worship the God of the red Bible.

Produced by the General Conference Office of 
Adventist Mission.  

Appeal Prayer: Father in heaven, please give us 
humility (Micah 6:8). Put in our hearts a great desire to 
pray and seek Your face. Make us willing and help us 
to turn from our wicked ways. Please fulfill the 
prerequisites in us and as a result of Your promise let 
us hear Your answer. Forgive us for our sins and heal 
us from our lukewarmness and apostasy. Please help 

us to surrender ourselves to Jesus daily and by faith 
receive the Holy Ghost. Amen.  

Sabbath, February 20, 2021 Page �  of �3 3


