
How God Works Through Intercession - Outline - 

1. Intro Story - Prayer Walking around Auburn & meeting 
several people requesting prayer.

1. Text - “Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus 

was also baptized, and while He was praying, heaven 
was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him 
in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came out of 
heaven, “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-
pleased.”” (Luke 3:21–22 NAS95)


2. Question: How does God work through Intercession?

1. OT Model - Genesis 3:21 - “The LORD God made 

garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed 
them.” (Genesis 3:21 NAS95)


2. Before that, they related to God without an 
intermediary.

1. Quote - “Face-to-face, heart-to-heart communion 

with his Maker was his high privilege. Had he 
remained loyal to God, all this would have been his 
forever. Throughout eternal ages he would have 
continued to gain new treasures of knowledge, to 
discover fresh springs of happiness, and to obtain 
clearer and yet clearer conceptions of the wisdom, 
the power, and the love of God. More and more 
fully would he have . . . reflected the Creator's 
glory.  {FLB 166.2}   But by disobedience this was 
forfeited. Through sin the divine likeness was 
marred, and well-nigh obliterated. Man's physical 
powers were weakened, his mental capacity was 
lessened, his spiritual vision dimmed. He had 
become subject to death. Yet the race was not left 
without hope. By infinite love and mercy the plan of 
salvation had been devised, and a life of probation 
was granted. To restore in man the image of his 
Maker, to bring him back to the perfection in which 
he was created, to promote the development of 
body, mind, and soul, that the divine purpose in his 
creation might be realized--this was to be the work 
of redemption. This is the object of education, the 
great object of life.  {FLB 166.3}  


2.      To honor Christ, to become like Him, to work for 
Him, is . . . life's highest ambition and its greatest 
joy.  Thus humanity needed someone to represent 
their petitions before God. FLB 166


3. Intercession symbolizes the work of Christ - 

1. Job sacrificing for His children

2. Abraham asked to sacrifice Isaac

3. Moses was given a system of representation that was 

supposed to be the entire nation, yet the Levite tribe 
was given it’s role

1. Text - ““I will meet there with the sons of Israel, and 

it shall be consecrated by My glory. “I will 
consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar; I will 
also consecrate Aaron and his sons to minister as 
priests to Me. “I will dwell among the sons of Israel 
and will be their God. “They shall know that I am 
the LORD their God who brought them out of the 
land of Egypt, that I might dwell among them; I am 
the LORD their God.” (Exodus 29:43–46 NAS95)


2. Commentary - “This refers primarily to the 
Shekinah, in the holy of holies, but in a larger sense 
the same was true of God’s care, protection, and 
salvation graciously extended to His chosen people 
as the years went by.” - SDABC 

4. Concept: Priests all pointed to Christ - 

1. “Now the main point in what has been said is this: we 

have such a High Priest, who has taken His seat at the 
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 
a Minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, 
which the Lord pitched, not man.” (Hebrews 8:1–2 
NAS95)


5. Verse - “Therefore He is able also to save forever those 
who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives 
to make intercession for them.” (Hebrews 7:25 NAS95)


6. Jesus is given the amazing title of “Intercessor” by 
Ellen White 

7. Concept: Jesus’ intercession for Peter - 
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1. ““Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded 
permission to sift you like wheat;but I have prayed for 
you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once 
you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.”But 
he said to Him, “Lord, with You I am ready to go both 
to prison and to death!” And He said, “I say to you, 
Peter, the rooster will not crow today until you have 
denied three times that you know Me.”” (Luke 22:31–
34 NAS95)


8. Concept: Jesus’ Intercession for Us - 

1. (Luke 23:34).  “Father, forgive them, for they know not 

what they do.”

2. Commentary - “But Jesus was sensitive to them 

despite their callousness. While they ignored Him and 
the two men crucified with Him, Jesus prayed for them. 
“Father, forgive them. They do not know what they do.”


3. They did not know He was the Savior.

4. They did not realize that every human life was precious 

in God’s sight. They were not even aware that they 
themselves, despite their indifference to human 
suffering, were objects of God’s love. But they were. 
And even as the Savior died, He prayed for all who like 
them are unaware of man’s true identity as creations of 
a God whose love for them knows no bounds at all.” - 
Richards, L. (1998). Every prayer in the Bible. Includes 
indexes. (196). Nashville: T. Nelson.


9. Concept - NT Intercessory Prayers by Paul

1. ROMANS 1:8-12  - A Prayer for Distant Brethren

2. 2 CORINTHIANS 13:7–9  A Prayer for the Obstinate

3. EPHESIANS 1:15–21  A Prayer for Enlightenment

4. EPHESIANS 3:14–19  A Prayer that We Might Fully 

Experience Christ’s Love

5. PHILIPPIANS 1:9–11  A Prayer for Spiritual Progress

6. COLOSSIANS 1:9–12  A Pattern for Spiritual Growth

7. COLOSSIANS 4:12  A Prayer for Fulfillment

8. 2 THESSALONIANS 1:11, 12  A Prayer that Jesus 

Might Be Glorified

9. 3 JOHN 2  A Prayer That All Will Go Well


10. Intercession through Anointing Prayer - 

1. Text - “Is anyone among you suffering? Then he must 

pray. Is anyone cheerful? He is to sing praises. Is 
anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the 
elders of the church and they are to pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the 
prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, 
and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed 
sins, they will be forgiven him. Therefore, confess your 
sins to one another, and pray for one another so that 
you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous 
man can accomplish much.” (James 5:13–16 NAS95)

1.  “All that can be done in praying for the sick is to 

earnestly importune God in their behalf, and in 
perfect confidence rest the matter in His hands. If 
we regard iniquity in our hearts the Lord will not 
hear us. He can do what He will with His own. He 
will glorify Himself by working in and through them 
who wholly follow Him so that it shall be known 
that it is the Lord, and that their works are wrought 
in God.”  {CH 378.2} 


11. Concept: God’s intention was for us all to be intercessors 

1. Text - “But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal 

PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR 
God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were 
NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF 
GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you 
have RECEIVED MERCY.” (1 Peter 2:9–10 NAS95)


12. Concept: Holy Spirit as our Intercessor

1. Text - “In the same way the Spirit also helps our 

weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for words; and He who searches 
the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, 
because He intercedes for the saints according to the 
will of God.  And we know that God causes all things 
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to work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His 
purpose.” (Romans 8:26–28 NAS95)


13. Summary - PRAYING FOR OTHERS: A SUMMARY

14.  The prayers that the apostle Paul recorded in Scripture 

provide a unique insight into how Christians can minister 
to one another in prayer. They provide us with a list of 
prayer priorities.


15. These are prayers which pastors can pray for their 
congregations. They are prayers which husbands can pray 
for wives and wives for husbands. They are prayers that 
Christian parents can pray for their children.


16. The most significant prayer ministry we can have for 
others is to ask for them what Paul yearned to see in the 
lives of those whom he loved. - Larry Richards, Every 
Prayer in the Bible


17. Appeal Poem - “Make Me An Intercessor”

Make me an Intercessor, 

One who can really pray, 

One of the Lord’s Remembrancers

By night as well as day. 

 

Make me an Intercessor, 

In Spirit-touch with Thee, 

And give the heavenly vision

Praying through to victory. 

 

Make me an Intercessor, 

Teach me how to prevail, 

To stand my ground and still pray on, 

Though pow’rs of hell assail. 

 

Make me an Intercessor, 

Sharing Thy death and life, 

In prayer claiming for others, 

Victory in the strife. 

 

Make me an Intercessor, 


Willing for deeper death, 

Emptied, broken, then made anew, 

And filled with Living Breath. 

 

Make me an Intercessor, 

Reveal this mighty thing, 

The wondrous possibility

Of paying back my King. 

 

Make me an Intercessor, 

Hidden-unknown—set apart, 

Thought little of by those around, 

But satisfying thine heart. —Selected


Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations  : A 
treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for 
pastors, teachers and Christian workers. Garland TX: Bible 
Communications.
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