
Religious Liberty & Christian Witness in a Time of Turmoil Church State Council Webinar


Feb. 13, 2021 3pm PST.  Youtube & Facebook Search - “NorCalAdventistsinAction” to watch on demand after the event.



Song - Holy Spirit you are welcome here - Oasis Worship



While hiking at the Effie Yaw nature center one Sabbath, our group of families came across another group that were along the river. One clear signal was evident that the 
two groups were related - a Walla Walla University Sweatshirt


Main Idea - ““The spiritual promises – for forgiveness of sin, for the Holy Spirit, for power to do His work – are always available (see Acts 2:38-39). But the promises for 
temporal blessings, even for life itself, are given on occasion and withheld on occasion, as God’s providence sees best.” - Haubeil pg. 89-90 



Isaiah 43:1-5

““Do not fear, for I have 
redeemed you; I have called 
you by name; you are Mine!” 
- Verse One

“But now, thus says the LORD, your Creator, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine! 
“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, Nor 
will the flame burn you. “For I am the LORD your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I have given Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in your place. “Since you 
are precious in My sight, Since you are honored and I love you, I will give other men in your place and other peoples in exchange for your life. “Do not fear, for I am with 
you; I will bring your offspring from the east, And gather you from the west.”

(Isaiah 43:1–5 NAS95)



Redemption from Egypt symbolized the salvation of God from sin.  This double expression of history and type point to a clear message from God.



Jesus’ Double Meaning

• “His words 
possessed a double 
meaning, referring to 
the temple at 
Jerusalem as well as 
his own material 
body.” - Spiritual 
Gifts Vol. 2 pg. 122

“The Jews then said to Him, “What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.”The Jews then said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” But He was speaking of the temple of His body.” (John 
2:18–21 NAS95)


Jesus did not design that the skeptical Jews should discover the hidden meaning of his words, nor even his disciples at that time. After his resurrection they called to 
mind these words he had uttered, and they then understood them correctly. They remembered that he had also said that he had power to lay down his life and to take it 
again. Jesus was acquainted with the path his feet had entered upon, even unto the end. His words possessed a double meaning, referring to the temple at Jerusalem as 
well as his own material body.   

     Christ was the foundation and life of that temple. His crucifixion would virtually destroy it, because its services were typical of the future sacrifice of the Son of God. 
They pointed to the great antitype, which was Christ himself. {2SP 122.1}



Isaiah’s prophecy was literally fulfilled when the three Hebrew Worthies were spared from the king’s wrath during Babylon. Yet not all martyrs have been spared with this 
promise…



I was able to visit the site in Constance Germany where both John Huss and Jerome of Prague were tried for heresy, shamefully marched through the town and burned at 
the stake. 


A papal writer described the death of these martyrs as follows: “Both bore themselves with constant mind when their last hour approached. They prepared for the fire as 
if they were going to a marriage feast. They uttered no cry of pain. When the flames rose, they began to sing hymns; and scarce could the vehemency of the fire stop 
their singing.”  If someone is burned, they can only scream. Their behavior shows that God did intervene, just not in the manner which is readily visible for us. This shows 
me that the temporal promises still have significance for us.”



Thanking for the Answer

Helmut Haubeil - Steps to Personal Revival

“THANKING FOR THE ANSWER”

Now for another important aspect: When our requests have been grant- ed at the moment we asked, then it is right to thank God for the answer in the next. Our thanks at 
this moment expresses our trust in God that He has answered our prayer and that we expect it to be fulfilled when we need it most. Some believers notice something 
immediately after they pray. But for many believers it is similar to Elijah’s experience: The Lord wasn’t in the storm, in the earthquake or in the fire, but rather in the still, 
small voice (1 Kings 19:11-12). This was also my experience.” - Haubeil pg. 114


Vince’s personal testimony regarding biopsy procedure and negative results - clean bill of health. - 1/29/2021



Story of taking the kids sledding and their wonder at the view on the car ride up, Izabel was thanking me for taking them sledding, even though we hadn’t arrived yet!  
Adventure Mountain up HWY 50.



• “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I say, rejoice! Let everyone 
see your gentleness. The Lord is near! Do not be anxious 
about anything. Instead, in every situation, through prayer and 
petition with thanksgiving, tell your requests to God. And the 
peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:4–7 NET)

“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I say, rejoice! Let everyone see your gentleness. The Lord is near! Do not be anxious about anything. Instead, in every situation, 
through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, tell your requests to God. And the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:4–7 NET)



The Privilege of Prayer

• “The angels love to bow 
before God; they love to be 
near Him. They regard 
communion with God as their 
highest joy; and yet the 
children of earth, who need so 
much the help that God only 
can give, seem satisfied to 
walk without the light of His 
Spirit, the companionship of 
His presence.” - SC 93

“The angels love to bow before God; they love to be near Him. They regard communion with God as their highest joy; and yet the children of earth, who need so much 
the help that God only can give, seem satisfied to walk without the light of His Spirit, the companionship of His presence.” - SC 93



Praying for the Holy Spirit

Romans 12:1-2


“Paul is saying that the Christian should 
not copy the external and fleeting 
fashions of this world, but should be 
thoroughly changed in his inmost nature. “ 
- SDABC

“Therefore I exhort you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a sacrifice—alive, holy, and pleasing to God–which is your reasonable 
service. Do not be conformed to this present world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may test and approve what is the will of God—what is 
good and well-pleasing and perfect.” (Romans 12:1–2 NET)


“Paul is saying that the Christian should not copy the external and fleeting fashions of this world, but should be thoroughly changed in his inmost nature. “ - SDABC



This is the righteousness by faith that the judgment will secure in the final era of the gospel era.


“Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, who long after God, may be sure that they will be filled. The heart must be open to the Spirit's influence, or God's 
blessing cannot be received.

Our great need is itself an argument and pleads most eloquently in our behalf. But the Lord is to be sought unto to do these things for us.” - SC pg. 94



No Positive Result…?

Six Hindrances - 

1. Ignorance

2. Unbelief or Small Faith

3. Erroneous Notions

4. Being Too Busy

5. Hidden Sins

6. Act Mostly by feeling

“Do we take Him at His word? The assurance is broad and unlimited, and He is faithful who has promised. When we do not receive the very things we asked for, at the 
time we ask, we are still to believe that the Lord hears and that He will answer our prayers.” - SC pg. 94


Concept - Common Hindrances to daily conversion - 

Ignorance – We haven’t devoted ourselves enough to the topic of »life with the Holy Ghost« or we haven’t found the key for putting it into prac- tice. 

Unbelief or Small Faith –Being filled with the Holy Ghost has the prerequisite of completely surrendering our lives to Jesus Christ. This too could happen because of 
ignorance, or maybe because we are afraid that the Lord will lead us differently than what we want. This means that we don’t trust God’s love and wisdom enough. 

Erroneous Notions–A person can think they are filled with the Holy Spirit, even though they aren’t in reality or not sufficiently. This seems to be the most frequent problem. 

Being too Busy – People are so overburdened that they think they don‘t have any or enough time to maintain a relationship with Christ. Or they take the time, but don’t 
make any progress in connecting with God. 

Hidden Sins - perhaps missing reparation – this is like a short-circuit, meaning there is no connection with God’s power. 

Act mostly according to their feelings - God’s word says: “The righteous live by faith”. Do I make decisions by trusting God or according to my feelings?




Forming a C.H.A.I.N.

• Choices become


• Habits that if unchecked/
unhealthy become


• Automatic without even 
thinking we create an


• Identity that will determine our 


• Nature

Choices become habits that soon become automatic forming our identity that will determine our nature. - Pr. Steven Furtick Elevation Church


“Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is truth.”” (1 Kings 17:24 NAS95)


Summary of Main Idea: “The spiritual promises – for forgiveness of sin, for the Holy Spirit, for power to do His work – are always available (see Acts 2:38-39). But the 
promises for temporal blessings, even for life itself, are given on occasion and withheld on occasion, as God’s providence sees best.” - Haubeil pp. 89-90 



 A MODEL PRAYER WITH PROMISES FOR THE DAILY RENEWING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Father in heaven, I come to you in the name of Jesus our Savior. You said: Give me your heart. (Prov. 23:26) I want to do that now by submitting myself to you today with 
everything I am and have.  Thank you that you have already answered this prayer according to Your will, because Your word says that if we pray according to Your will we 
know that we have already received it (1 John 5:15). And you also said that you would by no means cast anyone out who comes to you (John 6:37).

Jesus said: “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
Him.” (Luke 11:13)

You further said that you would give the Holy Ghost to those, who believe in you (John 7:38-39), who obey you (Acts 5:32), who let themselves be renewed with the Holy 
Spirit (Eph. 5:18) and who walk in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16). This is my desire. Please accomplish this in me. For this reason I sincerely ask you Father to give me the Holy 
Ghost today. Since it is a request according to Your will, I thank You that have given me the Holy Ghost now (1 John 5:15). Thank You that I have received Your divine love 
at the same time, because Your word says: “The love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.” (Rom. 5:5; Eph. 3:17) I want to say with the psalmist: 
“I will love You, O Lord, my strength.” (Psalm 18:1) Thank you that I can love my fellow human beings with Your love.

Thank You that through the Holy Ghost the power of sin has been broken in me (Rom. 8:13, Gal. 5:16). Please save and protect me today from sin and from the world, 
give me protection from the fallen an- gels, save me from temptations and when necessary snatch me and save me from my old corrupt nature. (1. John 5:18)

And please help me to be Your witness in word and deed (Acts 1:8). I praise You and thank You for hearing my prayer. Amen.




