
Daniel Thorson, 33, entered the Monastic Academy in Lowell, Vermont on March 23 for two months of 'voluntary physical and memetic self-quarantine' 

US coronavirus lockdowns got stricter while he was a way, millions became unemployed and more than 100,000 died

People reacted anxiously to him walking near them in a supermarket. 'At first, I was, like, "Whoa, what did I do?"' he said 

Thorson didn't immediately catch up with world events and eased himself back into looking at screens on electronic devices

As he got to used to the outside world, racial tensions were mounting in the US with recent incidents and deaths involving black Americans and police 



Colossians Outline

Christ Declared
Christ Defended
Christ Displayed





Christ Displayed

“Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not 
on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with 
Him in glory.” (Colossians 3:1–4 NAS95)



“Paul is stressing the glorious 
position and privileges that the 
believer has in his Saviour. The 
poor expedient of a legalistic, or 
mechanical, religion, full of 
routines and taboos, by contrast 
with vital Christianity, is 
needless and futile.” - SDABC

“Paul’s words might be paraphrased, ‘Since then you have been raised with Christ.’ The “then” takes us back to ch. 2:20, and still further back to vs. 12, 13. Paul is 
stressing the glorious position and privileges that the believer has in his Saviour. The poor expedient of a legalistic, or mechanical, religion, full of routines and 
taboos, by contrast with vital Christianity, is needless and futile.” - SDABC



“keep seeking things above…”

cf. Matthew 6:33ff

“seated at the right hand…”

cf. Mark 14:62

High Priestly Ministry implications for Christian living

Christ’s Role as High Priest



“Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question: “What do you think about the Christ, whose son is He?” They *said to Him, “The son of 
David.” He *said to them, “Then how does David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’ saying,‘THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, “SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I PUT YOUR 
ENEMIES BENEATH YOUR FEET”’?“If David then calls Him ‘Lord,’ how is He his son?”No one was able to answer Him a word, nor did anyone dare from that day on to 
ask Him another question.” (Matthew 22:41–46 NAS95)




“They could not very well answer the question without 
admitting that Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah, the Son 
of God. In asking this question, then, Jesus brought the 
Pharisees and scribes face to face with the central idea of 
His mission to earth, for this question would undoubtedly, 
if faced sincerely and intelligently, have led to the 
recognition of His Messiahship.” - SDABC on Matthew 
22:45

“They could not very well answer the question without admitting that Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah, the Son of God. In asking this question, then, Jesus brought 
the Pharisees and scribes face to face with the central idea of His mission to earth, for this question would undoubtedly, if faced sincerely and intelligently, have led to the 
recognition of His Messiahship.” - SDABC on Matthew 22:45



“And Jesus said, “I am; and you 
shall see THE SON OF MAN 
SITTING AT THE RIGHT 
HAND OF POWER, and 
COMING WITH THE 
CLOUDS OF 
HEAVEN.”” (Mark 14:62 NAS95)

“And Jesus said, “I am; and you shall see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN.”” (Mark 14:62 
NAS95)


“I have set the LORD continually before me; Because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.” (Psalms 16:8 NAS95)



“Now the main point in what has been 
said is this: we have such a high priest, 
who has taken His seat at the right hand 
of the throne of the Majesty in the 
heavens, a minister in the sanctuary and in 
the true tabernacle, which the Lord 
pitched, not man.” (Hebrews 8:1–2 NAS95)

“Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a 
minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man.” (Hebrews 8:1–2 NAS95)



The matchless splendor of the earthly tabernacle reflected to human vision the glories of that heavenly temple where Christ our forerunner ministers for us before the 
throne of God. The abiding place of the King of kings, where thousand thousands minister unto Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stand before Him (Daniel 
7:10); that temple, filled with the glory of the eternal throne, where seraphim, its shining guardians, veil their faces in adoration, could find, in the most magnificent 
structure ever reared by human hands, but a faint reflection of its vastness and glory. Yet important truths concerning the heavenly sanctuary and the great work there 
carried forward for man's redemption were taught by the earthly sanctuary and its services. - Christ in His Sanctuary pg. 134



“In the temple in heaven, the dwelling place of God, 
His throne is established in righteousness and 
judgment. In the most holy place is His law, the great 
rule of right by which all mankind are tested. The ark 
that enshrines the tables of the law is covered with the 
mercy seat, before which Christ pleads His blood in 
the sinner's behalf. …” - Christ in His Sanctuary pg. 137

“In the temple in heaven, the dwelling place of God, His throne is established in righteousness and judgment. In the most holy place is His law, the great rule of right by 
which all mankind are tested. The ark that enshrines the tables of the law is covered with the mercy seat, before which Christ pleads His blood in the sinner's behalf. …” - 
Christ in His Sanctuary pg. 137



“…Thus is represented the union of justice and mercy in 
the plan of human redemption. This union infinite 
wisdom alone could devise and infinite power accomplish; 
it is a union that fills all heaven with wonder and 
adoration. The cherubim of the earthly sanctuary, looking 
reverently down upon the mercy seat, represent the 
interest with which the heavenly host contemplate the 
work of redemption. …” - Christ in His Sanctuary pg. 137

“…Thus is represented the union of justice and mercy in the plan of human redemption. This union infinite wisdom alone could devise and infinite power accomplish; it is 
a union that fills all heaven with wonder and adoration. The cherubim of the earthly sanctuary, looking reverently down upon the mercy seat, represent the interest with 
which the heavenly host contemplate the work of redemption. …” - Christ in His Sanctuary pg. 137



“…This is the mystery of mercy into which angels desire 
to look—that God can be just while He justifies the 
repenting sinner and renews His intercourse with the 
fallen race; that Christ could stoop to raise unnumbered 
multitudes from the abyss of ruin and clothe them with 
the spotless garments of His own righteousness to unite 
with angels who have never fallen and to dwell forever in 
the presence of God.” - Christ in His Sanctuary pg. 137

“…This is the mystery of mercy into which angels desire to look—that God can be just while He justifies the repenting sinner and renews His intercourse with the fallen 
race; that Christ could stoop to raise unnumbered multitudes from the abyss of ruin and clothe them with the spotless garments of His own righteousness to unite with 
angels who have never fallen and to dwell forever in the presence of God.” - Christ in His Sanctuary pg. 137



““For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor 
the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.” 
(John 5:22–24 NAS95)



“hid with Christ in God…” - “krupto” = “hidden”

Quote: “The form of the Greek verb indicates that the act of hiding was complete and that its effect continues on to the present. The life is still hidden. The life here 
spoken of is that which the believer receives when he accepts Christ. Jesus said, “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life” (John 3:36). It is theirs now, and will 
be translated into glorious immortality at the second coming of Christ (see on John 8:51).” - SDABC



“When Christ, who is our life, is 
revealed, then you also will be 
revealed with Him in 
glory.” (Colossians 3:4 NAS95)

“When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.” (Colossians 3:4 NAS95)



Feelings Aside

 A man once came to a preacher and said, “I was filled with joy in the meeting yesterday. Now it has all gone—all—and I do not know what to do. It is as dark as night.” “I 
am so glad,” was the preacher’s reply. He looked at the servant of Christ with astonishment and said, “What do you mean?”

 “Yesterday God gave you joy. Today He sees you are resting on your emotion instead of Christ. He has taken it away in order to turn you to Christ. You have lost your joy, 
but you have Christ. Have you ever passed through a railway tunnel?” “Yes, often.” “Because it was dark, did you become melancholy and alarmed?” “Of course not.” 
“And did you, after a while, again come into the light?” “I am out now!” he exclaimed, interrupting the servant of Christ. “It’s all right, feelings or no feelings!”

—A. E. Janzen


Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations  : A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for pastors, teachers and Christian workers. 
Garland TX: Bible Communications.



“Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. For it is because of 
these things that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of disobedience, and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them. But now you also, put 
them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,”

(Colossians 3:5–9 NAS95)



Leo Tolstoy

“…I took to desiring what I 
had never desired before…”

Born to an aristocratic Russian family in 1828,[3] he is best known for the novels War and Peace (1869) and Anna Karenina (1877),[8] often cited as pinnacles of realist 
fiction.


Tolstoy’s Changed Desire

in My Religion, Count Leo Tolstoy, the eminent Russian writer, tells how he turned from evil to good: “Five years ago faith came to me: I believed in the doctrine of Jesus, 
and all my life was suddenly changed. I cease to desire that which previously I had desired, and on the other hand, I took to desiring what I had never desired before. 
That which formerly used to appear good in my eyes appeared evil, and that which used to appear evil appeared good.”


Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations  : A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for pastors, teachers and Christian workers. 
Garland TX: Bible Communications.



“Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, 
factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not 
inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is 
no law. Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.”

(Galatians 5:19–25 NAS95)



“…Christ is all, and in all…” 
(Colossians 3:11)

“and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him — a renewal in which there is no distinction 
between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.” (Colossians 3:10–11 NAS95)



“Since everyone is modeled after Christ, 
this new pattern is marked by the 
removal of cultural, religious, and class 
divisions.” - Andrews Bible Study Notes

“Since everyone is modeled after Christ, this new pattern is marked by the removal of cultural, religious, and class divisions.” - Andrews Bible Study Notes



“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you 
are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s 
household, having been built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the 
corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted 
together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in 
whom you also are being built together into a dwelling 
of God in the Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:19–22 NAS95)

“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, having been built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom 
you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:19–22 NAS95)



“I am not what I ought to be, 
I am not what I wish to be, I 
am not what I hope to be; but, 
by the grace of God, I am not 
what I was.” —John Newton

“I am not what I ought to be, I am not what I wish to be, I am not what I hope to be; but, by the grace of God, I am not what I was.” —John Newton



Speaking of Paul’s ministry, Ellen White writes: “Love for the Lord of glory, whom he had so relentlessly persecuted in the person of His saints, was the actuating principle 
of his conduct, his motive power. If ever his ardor in the path of duty flagged, one glance at the cross and the amazing love there revealed, was enough to cause him to 
gird up the loins of his mind and press forward in the path of self-denial.” - AA 246



“Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward 
the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13–14 NAS95)


