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Mountain 
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Power Outage caused by one 
circuit breaker darkened lights 

for millions in six western 
states.



Pauls’ Letter to Colossae

Christ Declared
Christ Defended
Christ Displayed





Christ Defended: Colossians 2:1-10

1.Neighboring Prophetic City

2.Knit Together in Love

3.New Firm, Stable Walk

4.New Way of Thinking

5.New King & Authority



“For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your 
behalf and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who 
have not personally seen my face,” (Colossians 2:1 NAS95)



Laodicea

Colossians 2:1; 4:13, 15ff
Revelation 3:14-22



Laodicea

“This town was situated about 
10 miles from the city of 
Colossae. The state of this 
church was evidently similar to 
that of the believers of 
Colossae. Therefore Paul 
included them in his 
devotions.” - SDABC







Epistle to Colossae

Commendation - 1:4 - “faith in Christ & love for all the saints”

Criticism - 2:8 - “Avoid philosophy, empty deceit, & traditions 
of men”

Instruction - 3:5-7 - “Do not join the sons of disobedience”

Promise - 3:23-24 - “you will receive the reward of the 
inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ”



Knit Together in 
Love

Colossians 2:2-3



Knit Together in Love

“Such love springs directly from the heart of God in Christ 
and leads back to him, for God is love (I John 4:8). Now when 
believers, welded together in love, are confronted with the 
danger of errors and lies, let them unitedly pray about this and 
discuss it among each other on the basis of God’s special 
revelation (cf. Eph. 3:17–19), and this with a view to all the 
riches of assured understanding.” -Baker New Testament 
Commentary: Colossians & Philemon



“Wealth from a Full Assurance”

“let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water.” (Hebrews 10:22 NAS95)

“Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His 
calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will 
never stumble;” (2 Peter 1:10 NAS95)

“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of 
God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.” (1 John 5:13 NAS95)





“If it were possible for created beings to attain to a full 
understanding of God and His works, then, having reached 
this point, there would be for them no further discovery of 
truth, no growth in knowledge, no further development of 
mind or heart. …” - Steps to Christ pg. 105



“… God would no longer be supreme; and man, having 
reached the limit of knowledge and attainment, would cease 
to advance. Let us thank God that it is not so. God is infinite; 
in Him are “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 
Colossians 2:3. And to all eternity men may be ever searching, 
ever learning, and yet never exhaust the treasures of His 
wisdom, His goodness, and His power.” - Steps to Christ pg. 
105



“For the LORD gives wisdom; 
From His mouth come 
knowledge and understanding.” 
(Proverbs 2:6 NAS95)



“At this point it is necessary to guard against error. The word wisdom is 
used in a threefold sense in Colossians: 

(a) the wisdom given to Paul and his fellow-workers and to believers in 
general (Col. 1:9, 28; 3:16; 4:5); 

(b) the pretended wisdom of the false teachers (Col. 2:23); 

(c) and the divine wisdom that dwells eternally in Christ (Col. 2:3). 

These three must not be confused. Sometimes divine wisdom, such as is 
certainly spoken of here in Col. 2:3, is equated, as to its essence, with 
human wisdom, as if the former were but an enlarged edition of the latter.” 
- Baker New Testament Commentary: Colossians & Philemon





New, Firm Stable 
Walk

Colossians 2:4-7





“Walking with Jesus”

“Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of the 
LORD.”(Isaiah 2:5 NAS95)

“Many nations will come and say, “Come and let us go up to 
the mountain of the LORD And to the house of the God of 
Jacob, That He may teach us about His ways And that we may 
walk in His paths.” For from Zion will go forth the law, Even 
the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.”(Micah 4:2 NAS95)





New Way of  
Thinking

Colossians 2:8



Ravi Zacharias
1946-2020

www.rzim.org 

http://www.rzim.org


Colossian 
Heresies

1. False Philosophy
2. Judaistic Ceremonialism
3. Angel worship
4. Asceticism



“As in the days of the apostles men tried by 
tradition and philosophy to destroy faith in the 
Scriptures, so today, by the pleasing sentiments 
of higher criticism, evolution, spiritualism, 
theosophy, and pantheism, the enemy of 
righteousness is seeking to lead souls into 
forbidden paths.” - Acts of the Apostles pg. 474



Julius Wellhausen (1844 –1918)

“Although the Bible still 
remained, because of 
Wellhausen it was dry pages of 
variable human theory, rather 
than the living, breathing 
revelation of the eternal God.” 
- Dave Breese Seven Men Who Rule 
the World from the Grave pg. 96



Wellhausen: “I became a theologian because the scientific 
treatment of the Bible interested me; only gradually did I come 
to understand that a professor of theology also has the practical 
task of preparing the students for service in the Protestant 
Church, and that I am not adequate to this practical task, …” - 
Cited in Robert J. Oden Jr., The Bible Without Theology, Harper 
and Row, 1987



Wellhausen: “…but that instead despite all caution on my own 
part I make my hearers unfit for their office. Since then my 
theological professorship has been weighing heavily on my 
conscience.” - Cited in Robert J. Oden Jr., The Bible Without 
Theology, Harper and Row, 1987





New King & 
Authority

Colossians 2:9-10





“There is nothing for this life or for 
eternity that [humanity] cannot 
receive through spiritual union with 
Christ. We may become complete in 
Him.” - SDABC on Colossians 2:10





Christ Defended: Colossians 2:1-10

1.Neighboring Prophetic City

2.Knit Together in Love

3.New Firm, Stable Walk

4.New Way of Thinking

5.New King & Authority





Closing Benediction
“For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family 
in heaven and on the earth is named. I pray that according to the 
wealth of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power 
through his Spirit in the inner person, that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith, so that, because you have been rooted and 
grounded in love, you may be able to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and thus to 
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may 
be filled up to all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:14–19 NET)




