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Intro: Illustration of an Ordained Dog

 “Sadie,” a Labrador retriever belonging to the Charles Thurber family in Terra Linda, California, was ordained as a minister of faith by the Hilltop House Church in San 
Rafael. The dog’s name and $15 were submitted by the Better Business Bureau of San Francisco through a newspaper ad. By return mail Sadie received her “Certificate 
of Ordination.” - Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations



Pic: Celebrity Ordained Ministers through Universal Life Church



“Colossians 2:8–23, which offers Paul’s warning about 
“philosophy and empty deceit” and false teachers, is 
sometimes identified as the most difficult passage to interpret 
in all the New Testament. The Colossian believers certainly 
knew what Paul was talking about when he alluded to 
teachings of the threatened heresy. However, it is challenging 
work today to clearly identify that heresy and scholars have 
offered many different proposals.” - Andrews Study Bible

Andrews Study Bible: - “Colossians 2:8–23, which offers Paul’s warning about “philosophy and empty deceit” and false teachers, is sometimes identified as the most 
difficult passage to interpret in all the New Testament. The Colossian believers certainly knew what Paul was talking about when he alluded to teachings of the threatened 
heresy. However, it is challenging work today to clearly identify that heresy and scholars have offered many different proposals.”



COLOSSIAN HERESIES

1. False Philosophy

2. Judaistic Ceremonialism

3. Angel worship

4. Asceticism

Passage Context and Colossian Heresies

1. False Philosophy

2. Judaistic Ceremonialism

3. Angel worship

4. Asceticism



CHRIST DEFENDED

 Beware of empty philosophies 
(2:1–10)*

 Beware of religious legalism 
(2:11–17)

 Beware of man-made discipline 
and asceticism (2:18–23)

Outline of the passage

Colossians 2:1-23

 Beware of empty philosophies (2:1–10)*

*Taught in the message “Knit Together in Love” from May 19, 2020

 Beware of religious legalism (2:11–17)

 Beware of man-made discipline and asceticism (2:18–23) - Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1992). Wiersbe's expository outlines on the New Testament (573). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor 
Books.



Beware of religious legalism (2:11–17)

Circumcision as spiritual symbol of conversion - 

“and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; having been buried 
with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.” (Colossians 2:11–12 NAS95)



“All that we need has been accomplished by Christ 
on the cross. The circumcision of v. 11 is not His 
physical circumcision as a child (Luke 2:21), but 
rather His death on the cross.” - Warren Wiersbe

Quote: “All that we need has been accomplished by Christ on the cross. The circumcision of v. 11 is not His physical circumcision as a child (Luke 2:21), but rather His 
death on the cross.” - Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1992). Wiersbe's expository outlines on the New Testament (580). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books.



“When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, having 
canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the 
cross.” (Colossians 2:13–14 NAS95)




MARK TWAIN
Opinion of Bankers

Illustration - Mark Twain And Bankers

 Mark Twain made a fortune out of his books, went bankrupt when he turned publisher himself, and then paid every cent of his debts and became rich again by virtue of 
new writings and fabulously successful lecture tours. His financial troubles did not increase his affection for the banking fraternity. He defined a banker as a man who 
“loaned you an umbrella when the sun was shining and demanded its return the moment it started to rain.”

 He invented the story of a bank president who was proud of a glass eye that had been made for him by the greatest artist in Paris. “Twain you need $5000,” he quoted 
this gentleman. “I’ll give it to you if you can guess which of my eyes is the glass one.” “It’s the left one, of course,” snapped Twain. “It’s the only one with a glint of human 
kindness in it.” - Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations  : A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for pastors, teachers and 
Christian workers. Garland TX: Bible Communications.



“By the hand-writing of ordinances the apostle most 
evidently means the ceremonial law: this was against them, 
for they were bound to fulfill it; and it was contrary to them, 
as condemning them for their neglect and transgression of 
it. This law God himself has blotted out.” - Adam Clarke 

“By the hand-writing of ordinances the apostle most evidently means the ceremonial law: this was against them, for they were bound to fulfill it; and it was contrary to 
them, as condemning them for their neglect and transgression of it. This law God himself has blotted out.” - Adam Clarke 



“cancel”: combination word “exaleipho”

ex - “out of”

aleipho; from 1 to oil (with perfume): — anoint.

Vincent’s Word Studies:

See on Acts 3:19; compare Revelation 3:5. The simple verb aleipho means to anoint, see on John 11:2. Hence to besmear. The compounded preposition e˙x means 
completely. The compound verb here is used by Thucydides of whitewashing a wall; 1 Chronicles 29:4, of overlaying walls with gold. The preposition also carries the 
sense of removal; hence to smear out; to wipe away.



Word Study - “Chirograph” - something hand-written (“chirograph”), i.e. a manuscript (specially, a legal document or bond (figuratively)): — handwriting. - Greek Keys

TDNT:  “A document is written in one’s own hand as a proof of obligation, e.g., a note of indebtedness. The meaning in Col. 2:14, then, is a “promissory note.”



“God cancels the bond that lies to our charge. This 
bond is not a compact with the devil, as in some 
patristic exegesis. It is the debt that we have 
incurred with God. The forgiveness of sins (v. 13) 
through identification with Christ in his vicarious 
death and resurrection means that this note is 
cancelled; God has set it aside and nailed it to the 
cross.” - TDNT on “chirograph”

“God cancels the bond that lies to our charge. This bond is not a compact with the devil, as in some patristic exegesis. It is the debt that we have incurred with God. The 
forgiveness of sins (v. 13) through identification with Christ in his vicarious death and resurrection means that this note is cancelled; God has set it aside and nailed it to 
the cross.” - TDNT on chirograph



Triumph in the Great Controversy - 

“When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.” (Colossians 2:15 NAS95)

“In reality Christ did triumph in a special sense over Satan and his angels. His death on the cross resulted in a further casting out of Satan from the sympathies 
of the heavenly world (see on Rev. 12:9)." - SDABC



Accountability to God rather than man - 

“Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day — things which are a mere shadow of what 
is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.” (Colossians 2:16–17 NAS95)



“for the kingdom of God is not eating and 
drinking, but righteousness and peace and 
joy in the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 14:17 
NAS95)

Romans 14 is a directly comparable passage on this topic - 

“for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 14:17 NAS95)


Quote: “Paul knew that every human being, whether Jew or Gentile, was under the power of sin, and that they could not free themselves from sin on their own. No 
amount of law-keeping, human wisdom, or education would deliver humans from their predicament. Only Christ, Paul preached, had power to save them from the mortal 
grip of sin.” Andrews Study Bible on Romans



Text: ““Do not judge so that you will not be judged.“For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.“Why do 
you look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?“Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 
your eye,’ and behold, the log is in your own eye?“You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your 
brother’s eye.” (Matthew 7:1–5 NAS95)



Beware of man-made discipline and asceticism (2:18–23) 

Don’t be fooled by temptations to worship angels - 

“Let no one keep *defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without 
cause by his fleshly mind, and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a 
growth which is from God.” (Colossians 2:18–19 NAS95)


V. 18 - *“defrauding” or “Cheat”: katabrabeuoœ; from 2596 and 1018 (in its original sense); to award the price against, i.e. (figuratively) to defraud (of salvation): — beguile 
of reward.



JONESTOWN 
MASSACRE

November 1978

Illustration: The Jonestown Massacre

 In Nov. 1978, US Rep. Leo J. Ryan of California visited the People’s Temple (a California-based cult) in Guyana. His group went to investigate reports that some of the 
people there were being held against their will. The congressman and his party were ambushed and killed. 

 Few days later, at Jonestown, Guyana, soldiers were horrified to find hundreds of bodies of cult members who had been shot or committed suicide by drinking cyanide-
based Kool Aid. Rev. Jones, 47, lay near the altar with a bullet wound in his head. 

 The death count was 900. 

 A brief report of what happened during those final moments:

 “As Jones talked over the loudspeaker on the beauty of death and the certainty that everyone would meet again, several hundred cult members gathered around the 
pavillion. They were surrounded by armed guards, and a vat of Kool Aid mixed with cyanide was brought out. Most cult members drank it willingly—others were forced 
to. 

 “They started with the babies. At least 80 infants and children were fed the deadly potion, and then the adults took it. Everything was calm for a few minutes, and then, 
as the cyanide-induced convulsions began, it got all out of order. Children were screaming and there was mass confusion. Shortly afterward, everyone was dead.” - Tan, 
P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations  : A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for pastors, teachers and Christian workers. Garland 
TX: Bible Communications.


“Jones was known to regularly study Adolf Hitler and Father Divine to learn how to manipulate members of the cult. Divine told Jones personally to "find an enemy" and 
"to make sure they know who the enemy is" as it will unify those in the group and make them subservient to him.” - Wikipedia




Avoid the distractions of ritualistic legalism for lifestyle principles - 

“If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, “Do not handle, 
do not taste, do not touch!” (which all refer to things destined to perish with use) — in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?” (Colossians 2:20–22 
NAS95)



“A [person] who is alive to the world, who is living 
according to the ways of the world and its philosophy, 
is dead to the things of God. The opposite is equally 
true: [Someone] who is “dead with Christ” and now 
lives by the principles of the kingdom of heaven, has 
turned [their] back forever upon the basic rudiments 
of this world, and is alive unto God.” - SDABC on 
Col. 2:20

“A man who is alive to the world, who is living according to the ways of the world and its philosophy, is dead to the things of God. The opposite is equally true: He who is 
“dead with Christ” and now lives by the principles of the kingdom of heaven, has turned his back forever upon the basic rudiments of this world, and is alive unto God.” - 
SDABC on Col. 2:20



The Covenant God who cancelled our debt of sin and promises us a prize that can not be taken away is worshipped as He chooses from His creatures.

“These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value 
against fleshly indulgence.” (Colossians 2:23 NAS95)



“Such [practices] have indeed the outward appearance 
[that popularly passes] for wisdom, in promoting self-
imposed rigor of devotion and delight in self-humiliation 
and severity of discipline of the body, but they are of no 
value in checking the indulgence of the flesh (the lower 
nature). [Instead, they do not honor God but serve only 
to indulge the flesh.]” (Colossians 2:23 AMP)

“Such [practices] have indeed the outward appearance [that popularly passes] for wisdom, in promoting self-imposed rigor of devotion and delight in self-humiliation and 
severity of discipline of the body, but they are of no value in checking the indulgence of the flesh (the lower nature). [Instead, they do not honor God but serve only to 
indulge the flesh.]” (Colossians 2:23 AMP)



“But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh in regard 
to its lusts.” (Romans 13:14 NAS95)

“But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.”

(Romans 13:14 NAS95)


This concept is very clear in Colossians 3 where Paul points to the display of Christ within the church as the essence of the gospel’s authority.



“The power of a higher, purer, nobler life is our 
great need. The world has too much of our thought, 
and the kingdom of heaven too little. In his efforts 
to reach God's ideal for him, the Christian is to 
despair of nothing. Moral and spiritual perfection, 
through the grace and power of Christ, is promised 
to all…” Acts of the Apostles pg. 477

“The power of a higher, purer, nobler life is our great need. The world has too much of our thought, and the kingdom of heaven too little. In his efforts to reach God's ideal 
for him, the Christian is to despair of nothing. Moral and spiritual perfection, through the grace and power of Christ, is promised to all…” Acts of the Apostles pg. 477



“…Jesus is the source of power, the fountain of life. He 
brings us to His word, and from the tree of life presents 
to us leaves for the healing of sin-sick souls. He leads us 
to the throne of God, and puts into our mouth a prayer 
through which we are brought into close contact with 
Himself. In our behalf He sets in operation the all-
powerful agencies of heaven. At every step we touch 
His living power.” Acts of the Apostles pg. 477

“…Jesus is the source of power, the fountain of life. He brings us to His word, and from the tree of life presents to us leaves for the healing of sin-sick souls. He leads us 
to the throne of God, and puts into our mouth a prayer through which we are brought into close contact with Himself. In our behalf He sets in operation the all-powerful 
agencies of heaven. At every step we touch His living power.” Acts of the Apostles pg. 477



Repetition for emphasis - “Jesus is the source of power, the fountain of life. He brings us to His word, and from the tree of life presents to us leaves for the healing of sin-
sick souls.” - AA pg. 477



Anecdote - “Benefit Of Clergy”

 Psalm 51:1–4 saved more than 800,000 people from execution between 1350 and 1841. Any criminal under sentence of death could plead the “benefit of clergy” by 
reading the four verses. If he was unable to read, he was out-of-luck. 


Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations  : A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for pastors, teachers and Christian workers. 
Garland TX: Bible Communications.



“Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your 
lovingkindness; According to the greatness of Your 
compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash me 
thoroughly from my iniquity And cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, And my sin is ever before 
me. Against You, You only, I have sinned And done what is 
evil in Your sight, So that You are justified when You speak 
And blameless when You judge.” (Psalms 51:1–4 NAS95)

“Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; According to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my 
iniquity And cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me. Against You, You only, I have sinned And done what is evil in Your 
sight, So that You are justified when You speak And blameless when You judge.” (Psalms 51:1–4 NAS95)



“This, then, is the main theme of Colossians: all the believer needs is Jesus Christ. Man-made systems and regulations seem very spiritual, but they are merely worldly 
principles (rudiments, v. 20). This is “kindergarten” living; we must graduate into a higher level of Christianity. Man-made disciplines (asceticism) are attractive, but it is 
impossible for the flesh to control itself, better itself, or perfect itself. “Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh?” asks Gal. 3:3 (NKJV). Our 
union with Christ is a living union. This life cannot be controlled by man’s laws, but only by the principles that God has put into the body. Only another life can control life, 
and we have His life within us.” - Wiersbe, W. W.



CHRIST DEFENDED

 Beware of empty philosophies 
(2:1–10)*

 Beware of religious legalism 
(2:11–17)

 Beware of man-made discipline 
and asceticism (2:18–23)

Outline of the passage

Colossians 2:1-23

 Beware of empty philosophies (2:1–10)*

*Taught in the message “Knit Together in Love” from May 19, 2020

 Beware of religious legalism (2:11–17)

 Beware of man-made discipline and asceticism (2:18–23) - Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1992). Wiersbe's expository outlines on the New Testament (573). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor 
Books.



DAVID BRAINERD 
& CHARLES 
SPURGEON

The Focus on Jesus

Illustration: Simple Preaching Of Brainerd

 David Brainerd, the famous missionary to the American Indians, proclaimed this truth throughout his ministry. He said, “I never got away from Jesus and Him crucified in 
my preaching. I found that once these people were gripped by the great evangelical meaning of Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf, I did not have to give them many 
instructions about changing their behavior.”

 When Charles Spurgeon lay on his deathbed, he testified to a friend, “My theology now is found in four little words: “JESUS died for ME.” I don’t say this is all I would 
preach if I were to be raised up again, but it is more than enough for me to die upon.” —Our Daily Bread



“Christ was the standard by which they were to test 
the doctrines presented. All that was not in 
harmony with His teachings they were to reject. 
Christ crucified for sin, Christ risen from the dead, 
Christ ascended on high—this was the science of 
salvation that they were to learn and teach.” Acts of 
the Apostles pg. 473

“Christ was the standard by which they were to test the doctrines presented. All that was not in harmony with His teachings they were to reject. Christ crucified for sin, 
Christ risen from the dead, Christ ascended on high—this was the science of salvation that they were to learn and teach.” AA pg 473



Appeal Prayer


