
“Heaven’s Storehouse”

“Money is a bad master, but a good servant.”  


Poem: A Dollar To God

Three thousand for my brand-new car;

Five thousand for a piece of sod. 

Ten thousand I paid to begin a house; 

A dollar I gave to God. 

 

A tidy sum to entertain my friends in pointless chatter. 

And when the world goes crazy mad, 

I ask, Lord, what’s the matter? 

A dollar I gave to God. 

 

Yet there is one big question, 

For the answer I still search: 

With things so bad in this old world, 

What’s holding back my church?  —Author Unknown



“And He sat down opposite the treasury, 
and began observing how the people were 
putting money into the treasury; and many 
rich people were putting in large sums. A 
poor widow came and put in two small 
copper coins, which amount to a cent. 
Calling His disciples to Him, He said to 
them, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow 
put in more than all the contributors to the 
treasury; for they all put in out of their 
surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in 
all she owned, all she had to live on.””
(Mark 12:41–44 NAS95)

“And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums. A 
poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent. Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in 
more than all the contributors to the treasury;for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.””

(Mark 12:41–44 NAS95)



• “The poor widow gave her living to do the little that 
she did. She deprived herself of food in order to give 
those two mites to the cause she loved. And she did 
it in faith, believing that her heavenly Father would 
not overlook her great need. It was this unselfish 
spirit and childlike faith that won the Saviour's 
commendation.” - The Desire of Ages pg. 615

“The poor widow gave her living to do the little that she did. She deprived herself of food in order to give those two mites to the cause she loved. And she did it in faith, 
believing that her heavenly Father would not overlook her great need. It was this unselfish spirit and childlike faith that won the Saviour's commendation.” - The Desire of 
Ages pg. 615



“So David blessed the LORD in the sight of all the assembly; and David said, “Blessed are You, O LORD God of Israel our father, forever and ever. “Yours, O LORD, is the 
greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Yours is the dominion, O LORD, and You 
exalt Yourself as head over all. “Both riches and honor come from You, and You rule over all, and in Your hand is power and might; and it lies in Your hand to make great 
and to strengthen everyone. “Now therefore, our God, we thank You, and praise Your glorious name. 

“But who am I and who are my people that we should be able to offer as generously as this? For all things come from You, and from Your hand we have given You.” (1 
Chronicles 29:10–14 NAS95)



SDABC on 1 Chron. 29:14- “David recognized his own unworthiness, and the utter inability of either himself or his people to give unto God unless God Himself had put 
into their hearts the spirit of giving and into their hands the wherewithal to give. David frankly acknowledges that the earth and all therein are the Lord’s and that in the 
offerings made that day he and his people were only returning to God a little of what God had given to them.”



SDA Fundamental Belief # 21
• We are God’s stewards, entrusted by Him with time and opportunities, 

abilities and possessions, and the blessings of the earth and its 
resources. We are responsible to Him for their proper use. 

• We acknowledge God’s ownership by faithful service to Him and our 
fellow men, and by returning tithes and giving offerings for the 
proclamation of His gospel and the support and growth of His church. 

• Stewardship is a privilege given to us by God for nurture in love and 
the victory over selfishness and covetousness. 

• The steward rejoices in the blessings that come to others as a result 
of his faithfulness.

Stewardship - 21

We are God’s stewards, entrusted by Him with time and opportunities, abilities and possessions, and the blessings of the earth and its resources. We are responsible to 
Him for their proper use. We acknowledge God’s ownership by faithful service to Him and our fellow men, and by returning tithes and giving offerings for the proclamation 
of His gospel and the support and growth of His church. Stewardship is a privilege given to us by God for nurture in love and the victory over selfishness and 
covetousness. The steward rejoices in the blessings that come to others as a result of his faithfulness. (Gen. 1:26-28; 2:15; 1 Chron. 29:14; Haggai 1:3-11; Mal. 3:8-12; 1 
Cor. 9:9-14; Matt. 23:23; 2 Cor. 8:1-15; Rom. 15:26, 27.)



Growing Faith Through Generosity
• Time - Volunteering in Ministries for 

both church & community 

• Opportunities - Allowing God to use 
your influence where you can be Salt 
& Light 

• Abilities - Glorifying God with our 
Bodies/Talents/Abilities that are gifts 
from Him 

• Possessions - Dedicating our material 
goods for God to use as He sees fit

Time - Volunteering in Ministries both church & community

Opportunities - Allowing God to use your influence where you are to be Salt & Light

Abilities - Glorifying God with our Bodies/Talents/Abilities that are gifts from Him

Possessions - Dedicating our material goods for God to use as He sees fit



Dena Guthrie

“Trapped in a Vacation” story 
from the book Over & Over 

Again! 2 - Stories about 
Stewardship

Dena felt trapped in her cabin in the woods. While her husband worked as a doctor in a hospital, the local clinic didn’t need her skills as a nurse practitioner and her 
down-time was frustrating her and she prayed, ‘Lord Please show me how to give my time, skills & influence to you?” Some time later, the suggestion came to begin a 
healthy lifestyle class in her local church and some boxes arrived to her door. After scowling at the boxes for a while, she decided to open them up and her prayers were 
answered. Her classes helped more than 100 people improve their health from diabetes, high blood pressure, obesity to high cholesterol and heart conditions. Mission? 
Influence? Friends? All have flourished as she walked with God through His revised plan for her life. - Story from pp 38-39 of Over & Over Again 2



Early Adventism

Ministers largely 
supported themselves 

James White

James White occasionally worked in farming or the railroad to secure money to travel and preach. “Then came the panic of 1857, and funds dwindled to the point where 
many preachers abandoned the ministry and turned to secular employment in order to support their families. It was during this period that a group of Battle Creek 
members under the leadership of J. N. Andrews engaged in Bible study with the goal of discovering correct principles for supporting the ministry. The result was 
‘systematic benevolence’ adopted by the Battle Creek Church in 1859 and recommended by them to other advent companies.” - Lightbearers pg 171



History of SDA Stewardship
• 1859 - Systematic Benevolence plan developed before official 

church organization in 1863

• 1876 -  General Conference resolution encouraging Tithing as a 
practice of church members

• 1878 - “Penny Boxes” developed & used to support Sabbath School 
expenses

• 1885 - Initiation of 13th Sabbath Quarterly Mission Offerings

1859 - Systematic Benevolence plan developed before official church organization in 1863

1876 -  General Conference resolution encouraging Tithing as a practice of church members

1878 - “Penny Boxes” developed & used to support Sabbath School expenses

1885 - Initiation of 13th Sabbath Quarterly Mission Offerings



History of SDA Stewardship
• 1966 - General Conference organized the Department of Stewardship & 

Development ; Walter M. Starks as first director

• 1971 - Initiative to nominate Stewardship Secretaries within local 
congregations

• 1976 - GC Annual Council votes to allow 30% of teachers’ salaries to 
come from Tithe

• 1980 - Stewardship department connected to the Ministerial Association

• 1995 - Stewardship becomes a separate department

1966 - General Conference organized the Department of Stewardship & Development ; Walter M. Starks as first director

1971 - Initiative to nominate Stewardship Secretaries within local congregations

1976 - GC Annual Council votes to allow 30% of teachers’ salaries to come from Tithe

1980 - Stewardship department connected to the Ministerial Association

1995 - Stewardship becomes a separate department



• “Church maintenance was to be financed 
from free-will & thank offerings. Yet an 
individual’s use of his[/her] income was 
recognized as a highly personal matter, better 
left in the long run to the promptings of the 
Holy Spirit. The conferences stopped short of 
making payment of an honest tithe a matter 
of church discipline.” - Lightbearers pg. 172

“Church maintenance was to be financed from free-will & thank offerings. Yet an individual’s use of his[/her] income was recognized as a highly personal matter, better left 
in the long run to the promptings of the Holy Spirit. The conferences stopped short of making payment of an honest tithe a matter of church discipline.” - Lightbearers pg. 
172



Some withhold their tithes or redirect their gifts citing principles or stories of failed integrity; but regarding redirecting offerings to other “more worthy causes” — “Many 
would have advised her to keep her pittance for her own use; given into the hands of the well-fed priests, it would be lost sight of among the many costly gifts brought to 
the treasury. But Jesus understood her motive. She believed the service of the temple to be of God's appointment, and she was anxious to do her utmost to 
sustain it. She did what she could, and her act was to be a monument to her memory through all time, and her joy in eternity. Her heart went with her gift; its 
value was estimated, not by the worth of the coin, but by the love to God and the interest in His work that had prompted the deed.” DA 615.1



God’s Challenge 
& Promise

Malachi 3:8-12 [AMP]

“Will a man rob or defraud God? Yet you rob and defraud Me. But you say, In what way do we rob or defraud You? [You have withheld your] tithes and offerings. You are 
cursed with the curse, for you are robbing Me, even this whole nation.Bring all the tithes (the whole tenth of your income) into the storehouse, that there may be food in 
My house, and prove Me now by it, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it.And I will rebuke the devourer [insects and plagues] for your sakes and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground, neither shall your vine drop its 
fruit before the time in the field, says the Lord of hosts. And all nations shall call you happy and blessed, for you shall be a land of delight, says the Lord of hosts.”

(Malachi 3:8–12 AMP)



Adventist Stewardship Ministries
• https://stewardship.adventist.org
• Twitter: @Dynamicstewards
• https://nccsda.com/stewardship/ 
• www.adventistgiving.org 

https://stewardship.adventist.org

Twitter: @Dynamicstewards

https://nccsda.com/stewardship/ 

www.adventistgiving.org

https://stewardship.adventist.org
https://nccsda.com/stewardship/
http://www.adventistgiving.org


WHERE 
DO WE 
B R I N G  O U R  

TITHE?

GOD FIRST
ADVENTIST STEWARDSHIP MINISTRIES

G. EDWARD REID

IN SEARCH OF THE STOREHOUSE

Where Do We 
Bring Our Tithe?

G. Edward Reid

One of the free resources available from Adventist Stewardship Ministries is a book by G. Edward Reid entitled Where Do We Bring Our Tithe?



Financial Support of Ministry
• The divinely appointed percentage for the tithe (Lev. 27:32). 
• The divinely appointed place for delivering it (Deut. 12; Mal. 

3:8-10). 
• The divinely appointed way of applying tithe resources 

(Num. 18:21, 24). 
• An equitable system of distribution (2 Chron. 31:11- 21; Neh. 

12:44-47; 13:8-14). 

1. The divinely appointed percentage for the tithe (Lev. 27:32).“‘For every tenth part of herd or flock, whatever passes under the rod, the tenth one shall be holy to the 
LORD.” (Leviticus 27:32 NAS95)

2. The divinely appointed place for delivering it (Deut. 12; Mal. 3:8-10).

3. The divinely appointed way of applying tithe resources (Num. 18:21, 24). ““To the sons of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for 
their service which they perform, the service of the tent of meeting.” (Numbers 18:21 NAS95)

““For the tithe of the sons of Israel, which they offer as an offering to the LORD, I have given to the Levites for an inheritance; therefore I have said concerning them, 
‘They shall have no inheritance among the sons of Israel.’”” (Numbers 18:24 NAS95)

4. An equitable system of distribution (2 Chron. 31:11- 21; Neh. 12:44-47; 13:8-14).



• “Local churches remit 100 percent of the tithe contributed by 
the members to the conference or mission. These 
associations of churches forward one tenth of the tithe 
received to the unions, which are groupings of conferences. 
Next, the unions send one tenth of the tithe they receive to 
the division, one of the 12 sections of the world church. 
Finally, the divisions send on one tenth of their income to the 
General Conference. Thus, church members, without 
reference to where they live, have a part in the mission of 
the church through the tithe, which they return to the local 
congregation.” - Handbook of SDA Theology

“Local churches remit 100 percent of the tithe contributed by the members to the conference or mission. These associations of churches forward one tenth of the tithe 
received to the unions, which are groupings of conferences. Next, the unions send one tenth of the tithe they receive to the division, one of the 12 sections of the world 
church. Finally, the divisions send on one tenth of their income to the General Conference. Thus, church members, without reference to where they live, have a part in the 
mission of the church through the tithe, which they return to the local congregation.” - Handbook of SDA Theology



Donors or Stewards Comparison



• “For we have brought nothing into the world, so we 
cannot take anything out of it either. If we have food and 
covering, with these we shall be content. But those who 
want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many 
foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin 
and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all 
sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered 
away from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
griefs.” (1 Timothy 6:7–10 NAS95)

“For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. But those who 
want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all 
sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” (1 Timothy 6:7–10 NAS95)



• “There are a large number of names on 
our church books; and if all would be 
prompt in paying an honest tithe to the 
Lord, which is his portion, the treasury 
would not lack for means.” - Ellen White 
in Review & Herald February 19,1889

“There are a large number of names on our church books; and if all would be prompt in paying an honest tithe to the Lord, which is his portion, the treasury would not 
lack for means.” - Ellen White in Review & Herald February 19,1889



Helen L. Self
“God’s Arithmetic” story from the book 

Over & Over Again! 2

Helen found it difficult to practice principles of stewardship when she was baptized as her husband was not a member. She stepped out in faith & eventually had to open 
a separate account and post office box. To her amazement, their financial condition improved & she felt comfortable trusting God with her pocketbook which resulted in 
blessings of raises, and continued stewardship commitments. “Though I had a very sick husband to support, we never went without the necessities of life. God even 
gave us some things we wanted, too.”



“The Tribute 
Money” by 
Peter Paul 

Rubens 
1610-1615

Jesus was questioned about money and taught parables on the topic just as much as about salvation or the character of God.


Matthew 22:15-22; Mark 12:13-17


““Tell us then, what do You think? Is it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus perceived their malice, and said, “Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites? 
“Show Me the coin used for the poll-tax.” And they brought Him a denarius. And He *said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?”They *said to Him, “Caesar’s.” 
Then He *said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; and to God the things that are God’s.”And hearing this, they were amazed, and leaving Him, 
they went away.” (Matthew 22:17–22 NAS95)



“Whose image is stamped upon you?  Is it the Creator God who caused all Heaven & Earth to exist? If so, will you allow Him to be Lord of your finances as well?”


Appeal Poem:  “Leftovers"

Leftovers are such humble things, 

We would not serve them to a guest, 

And yet we serve them to our Lord

Who deserves the very best. 

We give to Him leftover time, 

Stray minutes here and there, 

Leftover cash we give to Him, 

Such few coins as we can spare. 

We give our youth unto the world, 

To hatred, lust and strife;

Then in declining years we give

To Him the remnant of our life.  —Author Unknown


Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations  : A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for pastors, teachers and Christian workers. 
Garland TX: Bible Communications.




• “But store up for yourselves treasures 
in Heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust destroys, and where thieves do 
not break in or steal; for where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.” (Matthew 6:20–21 NAS95)

““But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:20–21 NAS95)


